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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  second  annual  repor- . 
which  is  for  the  year  1938. 

'•  ri*  m * n •>  •* 

The  late  Dr.  E.  W.  Richards,  who  had  been  County 
Medical  Officer  since  13th  September,  1927,  died  on  23rd  Feb- 
ruary, 1938,  after  several  months  of  ill-health.  Refer- 
ences to  his  work  and  to  his  influence  were  made  in  the 
previous  report. 

Dr.  J.  Howard  Jones  was  appointed  Temporary  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  from  23rd  January,  1938,  and  con- 
tinued in  office  until  my  appointment  commenced  on  1.  '. 
September,  1938. 

The  difficulties  arising  from  these  changes  were  increased 
by  the  demands  of  civil  defence,  and  it  became  obvious  that 
the  one  “ Second  Grade  ” Clerk  available  to  perform  the 
entire  clerical  and  office  work  of  the  Health  Department,  in- 
cluding the  School  Medical  Service,  was  inadequate.  A 
“ Third  Grade  ” clerk  and  an  office  boy  were  added  to  the 
staff  on  28th  November,  1938. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  the  services 
of  District  Nurse-midwives  to  be  available  throughout  the 
area  of  the  County.  A scheme  for  the  provision  of  domicil- 
iary assistance  to  necessitous  blind  persons  was  approved  and 
has  worked  successfully.  In  accordance  with  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  Section  185,  a scheme  was  approved  for  the  pro- 
vision of  accommodation  comprising  not  less  than  24  beds  for 
the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  other 
than  smallpox  occurring  in  the  County.  The  provision  of  not 
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less  than  12  beds  for  this  purpose  at  the  Shrewsbury  and 
Atcham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Monkmoor,  has  now  beer 
approved.  No  further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  to 
secure  that  every  Medical  Officer  of  Health  subsequently  ap- 
pointed for  a county  district  shall  be  restricted  from  engaging 
in  private  practice. 

The  vital  statistics  are  based  on  the  mid-year  population  as 
calculated  by  the  Registrar-General.  A further  decrease  in 
the  population  is  shown.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  the 
lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  County,  i.e.,  34  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births,  a remarkable 
figure. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  support 
and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given  to  me  by 
the  Clerk  and  other  officials  of  the  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


November,  1939. 


IVOR  J.  JONES. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 


Chairman:  Councillor  W.  H.  Lewis,  M.B.,  C.M.,  B.Sc. 

The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council. 

Alderman  W.  C.  Black; 

„ J.  Cookson; 

„ F.  J.  Davies  (from  27th  May,  1938); 

„ W.  M.  Dugdale; 

„ |W.  Buckley  Jones  (Deceased  13th  Jan.,  1938)  5 

„ John  Griffith; 

„ N.  Bennett  Owen  (resigned  16th  September,  1938;. 

Councillor  W.  J.  Corbett- Winder; 

„ W.  P.  Evans; 

„ Richard  Francis; 

„ Evan  Hughes; 

„ C.  Heber  Humphreys; 

„ David  James; 

„ E.  Emrys  Jones; 

„ A.  Reg.  Jones; 

„ David  Lewis ; 

„ Richard  Rees; 

„ T.  Hubert  Watkins; 

„ J.  B.  Willans; 

Co-opted  Members:  — 

Mrs.  F.  F.  Corbett- Winder; 

Mrs.  A.  Lloyd  Jones  (resigned  25th  November,  1938':, 
Miss  H.  E.  Harrison  (from  25th  November,  1938). 

BLIND  PERSONS  SUB  COMMITTEE. 

(in  connection  with  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1938). 
Chairman:  Councillor  W.  H.  Lewis,  M.B.,  C.M.,  B.Sc.; 

Miss  H.  E.  Harrison; 

Counciilor  W.  P.  Evans; 

„ C.  H.  Humphreys; 

„ David  James. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman:  Councillor  W.  H.  Lewis,  M.B.,  C.M.,  B.Sc 

The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council. 

Alderman  W.  C.  Black; 

„ John  Griffith; 

„ |W.  Buckley  Jones  (Deceased  13th  Jan.,  1938^  ! 

Councillor  J.  T.  Davies; 

„ W.  P.  Evans; 

„ Alfred  J.  Giles; 

„ E.  R.  Hughes; 

„ C.  H.  Humphreys; 

„ David  James; 

„ David  Lewis; 

„ W.  Lloyd  Pierce; 

„ Richard  Rees; 

„ T.  M.  Wainwright; 

„ J.  B.  Willans; 

together  with 

Mrs.  F.  F.  Corbett-Winder;  and 

Mrs.  W.  Buckley  Jones,  and  the  following  Representatives 
of  Guardians  Committees : — 

FORDEN:— Miss  M.  E.  James,  Plas  Offa,  Montgomery 
LLANFYLLIN:— Mrs.  E.  Sockett,  Hampton  House, 
Four  Crosses. 

NEWTOWN  and  MACHYNLLETH.— Rev.  F.  J.  Davhs. 
Greenfields,  Machynlleth. 

VISITING  COMMITTEE  OF  MID-WALES 
COUNTIES  MENTAL  HOSPITAL. 


Mrs.  J.  Cookson  (from  27th  May,  1938); 

Mrs.  W.  Buckley  Jones  (resigned  27th  May,  1938); 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Mills.  ; 

Alderman  J.  Cookson; 

|W.  Buckley  Jones  (Deceased  13th  Jan.,  1938)  | 
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Councillor  A.  Reg.  Jones  (from  27th  May,  1938); 

„ E.  Emrys  Jones; 

„ Thomas  Jones  (Glyn); 

„ W.  H.  Lewis; 

„ J.  E.  Mills; 

„ J.  R.  Pryse. 

The  above  also  act  as  the  Visiting  Committee  under  th 
Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman:  Councillor  E.  Emrys  Jones. 

Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council. 
Alderman  W.  C.  Black; 

„ John  Davies; 

„ F.  J.  Davies; 

„ John  Griffith; 

„ Edward  Hughes ; 

„ |W.  Buckley  Jones  (deceased  13th  Jan.,  1938).) 

Councillor  Evan  Humphreys; 

„ C.  H.  Humphreys; 

„ A.  Reg.  Jones; 

„ William  Jones; 

„ David  Lewis; 

„ W.  H.  Lewis; 

„ W.  Lloyd  Pierce  (from  27th  May,  1938). 

VETERINARY  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman:  Alderman  W.  M.  Dugdale. 
Alderman  W.  C.  Black; 

„ Charles  James; 

Councillor  W.  P.  Evans; 

„ Evan  Hughes; 

„ C.  H.  Humphreys; 

„ E.  Emrys  Jones; 

„ W.  H.  Lewis; 

W.  A.  Tutton 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

(a)  WHOLE-TIME  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School 
Medical  Officer: 

| E.  W.  Richards,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  | 

| (deceased  23rd  February,  1938).  | 

Ivor  J.  Jones,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H.  (from  1st  September,  1938). 

Temporary  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

J.  Howard  Jones,  M.D.,  D.Sc.,  C.M.  (from  22nd 
January  to  31st  August,  1938). 

School  Dental  Surgeon: 

C.  C.  Chadwick,  L.D.S. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Supervisor  of  Midwives 
Miss  Agnes  D.  Breese,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Inspector  (Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act): 

Evan  Walter  Evans. 

Dental  Attendant: 

Miss  A.  E.  Jones. 

Clerks : 

Victor  J.  Jestico; 

D.  W.  Rees  and  Maurice  Richards  (from  28th 
November,  1938). 
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(b)  PART-TIME  OFFICERS  AND  OTHERS 
DISCHARGING  DUTIES  FOR  THE  AUTHORITY. 

Consulting  Obstetricians : 

C.  Milwyn  Burrell,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C  P 
(Oxon),  Pier  Street,  Aberystwyth; 

Frank  H.  Edwards,  F.R.C.S.,  (Edin.),  14,  St.  John’s  F:" 
Shrewsbury. 

David  Ellis,  M.D.,  North  Road,  Aberystwyth. 

County  Analyst: 

Harold  Lowe,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Assay  Office,  Goss  Stre.-r 
Chester. 


Deputy  County  Analyst: 

P.  H.  Jones,  Assay  Office,  Goss  Street,  Chester. 

Tuberculosis  Physician  (on  Staff  of  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Association): 

M.  I.  Jackson,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (London), 
Tuberculosis  Clinic,  Llanfair  Road,  Newtown. 

Veterinary  Surgeon  (Divisional  Inspector,  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries): 

Capt.  Leonard  LI.  Jones,  M.R.C.V.S.,  The  Armoury. 
Welshpool. 


Orthopaedic  Clinics: 

The  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospita', 
Gobowen. 

Ophthalmic  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics : 

Montgomery  County  Infirmary,  Newtown,  and  Victoria 
Memorial  Hospital,  Welshpool. 
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Visitor  under  Blind  Persons  Acts  (employed  by  North 
Wales  Society  for  the  Blind): 

Miss  Eveline  Davies,  Mount  Pleasant,  Dolgelley. 

Investigator  into  Circumstances  under  Blind  Persons  Scheme 
W.  S.  Lewis,  Superintendent  Relieving  Officer,  Public 
Assistance  Department,  County  Offices,  Welshpool. 


HEALTH  VISITORS,  SCHOOL  NURSES,  AND 
DISTRICT  NURSES. 


Qualifications : 

a.  — Queen’s  Nurse. 

b.  — State  Registered  Nurse. 

c.  — County  Trained  Nurse. 

d-  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 
Qualifications,  Name  and  address  and  District  Nursing 
Association : 


cd.  Nurse  R.  Buckley,  Tycanol,  Llangurig.-Llangurig. 
cd.— Nurse  M.  J.  Ellis,  37,  Salop  Road,  Welshpool.— 
V elshpool  (Outer)  and  Buttington. 

d.  Nurse  E.  M.  Evans,  Oak  Cottage,  Broad  Street,  Mont- 
gomery.— Montgomery. 

cd.— Nurse  H.  Mills  Evans,  Rathbone  House,  Llanfa'r 
Caereinion. — Llanfair  Caereinion. 

cd.— Nurse  J.  A.  Evans,  4,  Brookside,  Llanfechain- 
Llansantffraid. 

cd._Nurse  M.  Evans.  Gleiniant,  Trefeglwys.-Trefeglwys. 

L'  EvanS>  Bronafon>  Llanwddyrr- 
Llanwddyn.  J 

UancUnani  Va"  ^ Tr°edyrhiew>  Llandinam.- 

d ~Km  «B'  M’  Gardner"  D°lf°rgan  Lodge,  Kerry.- 
Kerry,  Sam  and  Hodley 

l ?£tBi\Sunl;a>  T~-T*gyno, 

dysido  ' * S'  Cedars>  LIa"*inio.-Llar.- 
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b. — Nurse  E.  Henshaw,  2,  Rhiwlas  Terrace,  Llanfyllin.— 
Llanfyllin. 

ab. — Nurse  C.  Lloyd  Jones,  Bryn  Eglwys,  Llanfair  Roaa 
Newtown. — Newtown. 

b. — Nurse  G.  E.  Jones,  Fir  Tree  Cottage,  Brook  Street, 
Welshpool. — Welshpool  Inner. 

b. — Nurse  J.  W.  Jones,  Talwm,  Llangadfan. — Upper 
Banwy. 

cd. — Nurse  Morfudd  Jones,  Greenfields,  Churchstoke  — 
Churchstoke. 

cd. — Nurse  M.  L.  Lewis,  Isfryn,  Meifod. — Meifod. 

b. — Nurse  R.  E.  Morris,  17,  Great  Oak  Street,  Llanidloes. 
— Llanidloes. 

b. — Nurse  E.  Mortimer,  Pine  Lodge,  Leighton. — Forden, 
Leighton  and  Trelystan. 

b. — Nurse  M.  M.  Price,  Brynderwen,  Llanbrynmair  — 
Llanbrynmair. 

cd. — Nurse  M.  J.  Pryce,  School  Road,  Guilsfield. — 
Guilsfield. 

cd. — Nurse  A.  S.  Pugh,  Maesteg,  Carno. — Carno. 

d. — Nurse  W.  M.  Powell,  Manafon  Road,  Berriew  — 
Berriew. 

d. — Nurse  J.  Roberts,  Bryn  Hyfryd,  Llanrhaiadr. — Llan- 
rhaiadr. 

cd. — Nurse  R.  E.  Thomas,  Penygraig,  Cemmaes  Road  — 
Cemmaes. 

cd. — Nurse  E.  E.  Wainwright,  Vine  Cottage,  Llanwnog  — 
Caersws. 

cd. — Nurse  B.  Wood,  Tre  Madian,  Maengwyn  Streep 
Machynlleth. — Machynlleth. 

DISTRICT  NURSES  AND  HEALTH 
VISITORS  ONLY: 

d. — Nurse  E.  A.  Butch,  The  Gravels,  Minsterley,  Salop. — 
Hope  and  Shelve. 

d. — Nurse  Dorothy  Kathleen  Jones,  Tanyfron,  Corn’s  — 
Corn’s. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  OF  LOCAL 

SANITRY  AUTHORITIES: 

Sanitary  District.  Area  in  Population  Medical  Officer  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Acres.  (estimated  of  Health, 

for  1938'. 
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DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  UNDER  THE 
PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Forden  Area:  — 

Montgomery  District : -Dr.  S.  J.  Stewart,  Arthur  Street, 

Montgomery. 

Welshpool  District. — R.  E.  G.  Phillips,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

Oakfields,  Montgomery. 

Dr.  R.  D.  Thomas,  Clive  Place,  Welsh- 
pool. 

Llanfyllin  Area : — 

Llanfyllin  District. — Dr.  E.  C.  James,  Rhiwlas,  Llanfyllin. 
Llanfair  District.— Dr.  W.  Milton  Jones,  Cartref,  Llanfa'r 
Caereinion. 

D.  Murray  Young,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Vymwy 
House,  Llansantffraid. 

Dr.  R.  D.  Thomas,  Clive  Place,  Welsh 
pool. 

Newtown  and  Machynlleth  Area : — 

Newtown  District. — Dr.  A.  Shearer,  Mount  Severn,  Newtown. 

J.  F.  Clarke,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  Tymawr, 
Newtown. 

Dr.  W.  Milton  Jones,  Cartref,  Llanfair 
Caereinion. 

Llanidloes  Districts. — Drs.  W.  E.  LI.  Davies,  Aberynant,  Llan- 
idloes, R.  Davies-Jones,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  L.M.S.S.A.,  Maengwyn,  Caer- 
sws. 

Machynlleth  District. — Dr.  Dan  E.  Davies,  2,  Londonderry 

Terrace,  Machynlleth. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Ashton,  Bronwylfa,  Mach- 
lleth. 

Llewellyn  ap  Ivan  Davies,  M.C., 
M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Aber- 
twymyn,  Cemmaes  Road. 


15 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  INSTITUTIONS. 

Institution.  Medical  Officer.  Superintendent. 

Caersws  P.A.I. — Dr.  R.  Davies  Jones,  Mr.  J.  G.  Nicholas. 
Maengwyn,  Caersws. 

Forden  P.A.I. — Dr.  S.  J.  Stewart,  Mr.  Bryn  E.  Davies. 

Arthur  Street,  Montgomery. 

Llanfyllin  P.A.I. — Dr.  E.  C.  James,  Mr.  G.  T.  Povah. 

Rhiwlas,  Llanfyllin. 


PUBLIC  VACCINATORS  AND  VACCINATION 
OFFICERS. 


’ublic  Vaccinators. 

)r.  J.  C.  Ashton, 
Bronwylfa,  Machyn- 
lleth. 


Vaccination  Officers. 

Mr.  Ivor  Jones, 

Llys  Dyfi, 

Cemmaes  Road. 


)r.  LI.  ap  Ivan  Davies,  Mr.  Ivor  Jones. 
Abertwymyn, 

Cemmaes  Road. 

)r.  W.  E.  LI.  Davies 
Aberynant, 

Llanidloes. 

)r.  R.  Davies  Jones, 

Maengwyn, 

Caersws. 


Mrs.  S.  E.  Lewis 
Bro  Dawel, 
Llanidloes. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Lewis. 


)r.  Dan  E.  Davies, 

2,  Londonderry 
Tee.,  Machynlleth 

)r.  E.  Cernyw  James, 
Rhiwlas,  Llanfyllin. 


Mr.  Ivor  Jones. 


District. 

Parishes  of  Isygarreg,  Uwchygar- 
reg,  Penegoes,  Llanwrin  (part  of), 
Darowen  (part  of)  and  Newlands 
Casual  Wards. 

Parishes  of  Cemmaes,  Llanbryu- 
mair,  Caereinion  Fechan,  Darowen 
(part  of)  and  Llanwrin  (part  of). 

Parishes  of  Carno,  Llandinam, 
Llangurig,  Llanidloes,  Llanidloes 
(without),  and  Trefcglwys. 

Caersws  Public  Assistance  Institu- 
tion. 

Parish  of  Machynlleth,  excepting 
Newlands  Casual  Wards. 


Mr.  A.  S.  Evans, 
Bryndedwydd, 
Llanfair. 


Parishes  of  Llanfyllin,  Meifod  (ex- 
cepting the  Townships  of  Cwm 
Keel  and  Trefnanney),  Llanfi- 
Mr.  J.  H.  Vaughan,  hangel,  Llanwddyn,  Hirnant,  Llan- 
Fron,  Llanrhaiadr  rhaiadr,  Llangynog,  Pennant,  and 
& Mr.  Robert  Watkin, Llanfyllin  Public  Assistance  Insti- 
Gwynfa,  tution. 

Llansantffraid. 
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PUBLIC  VACCINATORS  AND  VACCINATION 
OFFICERS  (Continued). 

Public  Vaccinators.  Vaccination  Officers.  District. 


Dr.  W.  Milton  Jones, 
Cartref,  Llanfair 
Caereinion. 

Dr.  A.  Shearer, 
Mount  Severn, 
Newtown. 


Mr.  A.  S.  Evans  & Parishes  of  Garthbeibio,  Llanfair 
Mr.  Dan  E.  Thomas.  Caereinion,  Llanerfyl,  Llangadfat 
Trcgynon.  Llangyniew,  Trcgynon,  Manafomj] 

Llanwyddelan  and  Llanllugan. 

Mr.  D.  1 . Llewellyn,  Parishes  of  Aberhafcsp,  Bettw? 
Community  House.  Kerry,  Llanllwchaiarn,  Llanwnlgi 
Newtown.  Mochdre,  Penstrowed  and  New 

town. 


Dr.  S.  J.  Stewart, 
Arthur  Street, 
Montgomery. 


Dr.  R.  D.  Thomas, 
Clive  Place, 
Welshpool. 


Mr.  Thomas  Jones 
County  Offices, 
Welshpool. 


Mr.  Thomas  Jones 


Parishes  of  Churchstoke,  Mont- 
gomery, Townships  of  Aston  anc 
Castlewright,  Parishes  of  Brithdir : 
and  Berricw,  Forden,  Llandyssi 
and  Llanmerewig,  the  old  par- 
ishes of  Hyssington  and  Snead  j 
and  Forden  Public  Assistant* 
Institution. 

Parishes  of  Welshpool,  togethei 
with  the  parishes  of  Castle  Caer- 
einion Urban  and  Rural,  Mid- 
dletown, Trewern,  Uppington: 
Guilsfield  (Within  and  Without), 
Leighton,  and  the  Townships  o* 
Cwm  Keel  and  Trefnanney  in  the 
Parish  of  Meifod. 


Dr.  D.  Murray  Young,  Mr.  Robert  Watkin,  Parishes  of  Carreghofa,  Llan- 
Vyrnwy  House,  Gwynfa,  dyssilio,,  Llandrinio,  Llansanttl 

Llansantffraid.  Llansantffraid.  ffraid  (Deytheur  and  Pool)  and 

Llanfechain. 


Dr.  D.  M.  Hunter,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones  The  Townships  of  Trelystan  and 
The  New  House,  County  Offices,  Rhosgoch. 

Worthen.  Welshpool 

Dr.  W.  E Gemmell  E.  P.  Everest,  O.B.E.,  Bausley  and  Criggion. 

Five  Oaks,  St.  John’s  Hill, 

Westbury.  Shrewsbury. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  the  Administrative  County...  ...  510,110  acres. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate 

mid-year,  1938)  ...  ...  •••  44^90 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1938) £165,170 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £663 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  County  is  rural  in  character,  with  the  Berwyn  moun- 
tains to  the  north-west,  Plynlimon  to  the  south-west,  and  the 
high  ground  between  forming  the  watershed  between  the  larg-.r 
valleys  in  the  east  (the  Severn  and  its  tributaries),  and  the 
smaller  valley  of  the  Dovey  in  the  west.  To  the  south-east  at  e 
the  Kerry  Hills.  The  mountainous  and  hilly  country  has  been 
given  over  for  centuries  past  to  the  rearing  of  sheep  and  the 
production  of  wool,  and  is  very  sparsely  populated.  In  the 
fertile  Severn  Valley  are  the  small  market  towns,  Llanidloes, 
Newtown  and  Welshpool,  which  enjoyed  some  degree  of  pros- 
perity during  the  greater  part  of  last  century  as  centres  of  the 
manufacture  and  marketing  of  woollen  goods.  At  the  samj 
time,  lead  mining  also  prospered  among  the  foothills  of  Berwyn 
and  Plynlimon. 

Most  of  the  population  are  employed  in  agriculture,  but  the 
number  so  employed  has  been  decreasing  for  years  owing  to 
the  reduction  in  area  of  arable  land. 

Estimated  population  mid-year  1938:  — 

Urban  Districts  ...  16,240 

Rural  Districts  ...  28,650 

Whole  County  ...  44,890 
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The  “ Urban  Districts  ” include  large  areas  of  agricultural 
land. 

Population  of  Montgomeryshire,  as  enumerated  at  eacn 
Census,  1801  to  1931,  and  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-Gen- 
eral for  each  year  1932  to  1938. 


Year. 

Population  (Census) 

1801 

48,184 

1811 

52}i84 

1821 

60,245 

1831 

66,844 

1841 

69,607 

1851 

67,335 

1861 

66,910 

1871 

67,623 

1881 

65,718 

1891 

58*003 

1901 

54*901 

1911 

53*146 

1921 

51*263 

1931 

48,462 

Population  (Registrar- 

General’s  Estimate) 

1932 

47*950 

1933 

47*38o 

1934 

46,700 

1935 

46,200 

1936 

45*950 

1937 

45*270 

1938 

44*890 

Thus  from  1841  to 

1938,  the  population  of  the  County  has 

fallen  from  69,607  to 

44,890.  Throughout  this  period  (until 

recent  years)  the  birth 

rate  has  been  markedly  higher  than  the 

death  rate,  and  the  fall  in  number  of  the  population  has  been 
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due  to  the  emigration  of  adolescents  and  young  adults  from  ill 
parts  of  the  County  to  the  large  English  towns  and  (before  tli-i 
trade  depression)  to  the  industrial  areas  of  South  Wales. 

Another  factor  of  great  significance  is  now  apparaent.  Since 
1875,  there  has  been  a steady  fall  in  the  national  birth  rate 
(except  for  the  post-war  period  1920 — 1924)  and  although  there 
has  also  been  a fall  in  the  death  rate,  this  has  not  been  si 
rapid,  so  that  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  is  now  small. 
Similar  changes  are  to  be  seen  in  the  County  statistics. 

ANNUAL  DEATH  RATES  AND  BIRTH  RATES 
(with  quinquennial  averages  1919 — 1938). 


Birth 

Death 

Year. 

Rate. 

Average. 

Rate. 

1919 

17-7' 

15.6' 

1920 

22.1 

14.1 

1921 

20.9 

> 

20.3 

15.3  , 

1922 

21.0 

15-7 

1923 

19.7 

> 

14.2 

1924 

i9-3l 

i3-6: 

1925 

17-5 

13.8 

1926 

19.4 

* 

17.7 

12.6  ► 

1927 

16.7 

13-5 

1928 

15.8 

J3-7 

1929 

15.4' 

13.4' 

1930 

15-9 

12.9 

1931 

15-5 

- 

x5-5 

14.0  - 

1932 

16.0 

14.0 

1933 

14.7 

14-3 

1934 

14.8' 

14.8' 

1935 

1 6. 1 

14.4 

1936 

14.3 

>* 

15.1 

14.3  . 

1937 

14.9 

14.4 

1938 

15-5 

J 

13-5 

Average. 


15.0 


13.4 


13-7 


14.3 
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It  will  be  appreciated  that  to  maintain  a population  of  con- 
stant number  and  constant  age  distribution,  there  must  be  ar 
excess  number  of  births  over  the  number  of  deaths,  so  as  to 
counteract  the  deaths  of  infants  and  others  who  do  not  reach 
the  average  age.  With  a falling  birth-rate  and  a longer  ex- 
pectation of  life  at  all  ages,  the  average  age  of  the  population 
will  rise,  and  consequently  the  death  rate  will  tend  to  rise.  As 
the  average  age  of  the  population  rises  through  the  reproduction 
age,  the  birth-rate  will  tend  to  fall  even  more  rapidly,  thus  ac- 
centuating the  results. 

The  social,  economic  and  health  problems  associated  with  an 
increase  in  the  proportion  of  old  people,  and  with  a relative 
and  absolute  decrease  of  young  people  are  far-reaching,  both 
locally  and  nationally. 

The  above  table  shows  that  the  general  tendency  to  a fall  in 
the  County  birth-rate  during  the  last  twenty  years  has  been 
checked  during  the  last  two  years,  and  that  while  there  has  been 
a tendency  to  a rise  in  the  County  death-rate  during  the  ’as; 
fifteen  years,  the  death-rate  for  1938  has  fallen. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  CHIIT)  POPULATION 
AND  TOTAL  POPULATION  OF  THE 
COUNTY  OF  MONTGOMERY. 


Years. 

Elementary  School 
Child  Population. 

Total 

Population. 

191 1 

8,774 

53T46 

1921 

7,632 

51,263 

1929 

7,234 

50,140 

1930 

7,289 

48,920 

1931 

7,220 

48,462 

1932 

7,215 

47,950 

1933 

7,233 

47,380 

1934 

7T50 

46,700 

1935 

6,928 

46,200 

1936 

6,708 

45,950 

1937 

6,505 

45,270 

1938 

6,213 

44,890 
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The  above  table  shows  that  during  ±e  last  27  years,  the 
Elementary  School  Child  population  has  fallen  more  rapidly 
than  the  total  population,  and  the  following  table  shows  the 
ratio  of  the  fall  in  total  population  to  school  child  population 
during  three  different  periods : — 


Period. 

Fall  in 
School-child 
Population 
per  1,000. 

Fall  in 
total  pop- 
ulation per 
thousand. 

Ratio  of  fall  in 
total  population 
to  fall  in  School 
Child  population. 

19 1 1 to  1938 

292 

155 

i : 1.871 

1921  to  1938 

186 

124 

i : 1.500 

1929  to  1938 

113 

76 

I : 1.487 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS : — 


Total 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE:  — 
County 

Urban  

Rural 

STILL  BIRTHS:  — 
Total 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

360 

337 

697 

336 

317 

653 

24 

20 

44 

15-5 

14.8 

15-9 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

17 

16 

33 

16 

14 

30 

1 

2 

3 
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STILL  BIRTH  RATE:  — 


County 

... 

0.73 

Urban 

... 

0.92 

Rural  

... 

0.63 

DEATHS : — 

Male. 

Female.  Total. 

Rate. 

County  ...  289 

319  608 

13-5 

Urban  ...  117 

hi  228 

14.0 

Rural  ...  172 

K> 

O 

00 

UJ 

00 

0 

13.2 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . 

. . . ...  ... 

1 

Other  Purperal  Causes 

... 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  (live  and  still  births) 

2.74 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

: — 

County.  Urban. 

Rural 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  34  37 

33 

Legitimate  Infants  per 

1,000 

legitimate  births 

...  30.6  35.8 

27.9 

Illegitimate  Infants  per 

1,000 

illegitimate  births 

...  90.9  55.5 

115.4 

DEATHS  FROM:  — 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Cancer  

68 

1.51 

Measles  

...  ...  0 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0.02 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

0.02 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Mater- 
nal Death-rates,  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious 

Diseases  in  the  year  1938. 


England  and  Wales,  London,  126,  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller 
Towns  and  County  of  Montgomery. 


126  County 

148  Smaller 

England 
and 
W ales 

Boro’s  and 
Great- 
Towns  in- 
cluding 

Towns  (Res- 
ident. Popu- 
lations 25000 
to  50,000  at 

London  Ad- 
ministrative 
County. 

County 

of 

Montgomery 

London 

1931  Census) 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 


Births  : — 

Live 

Still 

Deaths : — 

All  Causes 
Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid fevers 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Notifications : — 
Smallpox 
Scarlet  fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  fever 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 


Deaths  under  1 year 
of  age 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under  2 
years  of  age 

Maternal  Mortality : — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others 
Total 


Maternal  Mortality : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Others 

Total 

Notifications : — 
Puerperal  fever  1 
Puerperal  pyrexia ) 


15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

13.4 

15.5 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.48 

0.73 

11.6 

11.7 

11.0 

11.4 

13.5 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.06 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.07 

0.07 

0 06 

0.05 

0.04 

0.11 

0.10 

0.11 

0.06 

0.18 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

2.41 

2.60 

2.58 

2.05 

1.00 

1.58 

1.85 

1.53 

1.90 

0.71 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

0.00 

0.40 

0.46 

0.39 

0.46 

0.20 

1.10 

1.28 

0.98 

0.98 

1.13 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

53 

57 

51 

57 

34 

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

13.1 

0.02 

0.8  9 

) 

0.02 

2.19 

Not  available 

0.02 

3.08 

) 

. . 

0.04 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  and  Still). 

0.86 

) 

1.43 

2.11 

Not  available 

1.43 

2.97 

1 

2.87 

14.42 

18.08 

12.51 

f 3.53 
1 15.46 

[4.30 

i 
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TABLE  SHEWING  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE 


DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1938. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Total 

All  Causes. 

Urban. 

Total 

Urban  Areas 

Rural. 

Total 

Rural  Areas. 

.ianfyllin 

MB. 

Llanidloes 

MB. 

Machynlleth 

U.D. 

Montgomery 

M.B. 

Newtown  and 
Llan’chaiarn 
U.D. 

O 

O 

00  w-i 

Forden  R.D. 

Llanfyllin 

R.D. 

Machvnlleth 

R.D. 

Newtown  and 
M’idloes  R.D. 

Total  Deaths  

608 

22 

37 

28 

7 

65 

69 

228 

66 

147 

46 

121 

380 

1.  Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fever 

2.  Measles  

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

4.  Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

1 

5.  Diphtheria  

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6.  Influenza  

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

2 

3 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

1 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Res.  System. 

26 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

4 

6 

3 

6 

19 

10.  Other  Tuberculosis  

7 

1 

1 

l 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

11.  Syphilis  

12.  General  Paralysis  of  the 

Insane,  Tabes,  etc 

13.  Cancer  

68 

2 

6 

4 

1 

9 

6 

28 

9 

15 

2 

14 

40 

14.  Diabetes  

7 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

57 

2 

2 

3 

4 

11 

6 

22 

8 

10 

46 

16.  Heart  Disease  

173 

11 

10 

9 

18 

25 

73 

23 

35 

10 

32 

100 

17.  Aneurysm  

1 

1 

1 

18.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  .. 

37 

5 

3 

11 

19 

2 

5 

3 

8 

18 

19.  Bronchitis  

15 

2 

3 

1 

6 

1 

1 

7 

q 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

24 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

9 

4 

4 

1 

6 

15 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

6 

. . M 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

23.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)... 

1 

1 

1 

24.  Appendicitis  

1 

1 

... 

1 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1 

1 

1 

26.  Other  Liver  Diseases 

1 

1 

i 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

15 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

2 

5 

2 

9 

28.  Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis... 

31 

. * . 

3 

1 

2 

6 

12 

2 

4 

8 

5 

19 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  

1 

1 

1 

30.  Other  Puerperal  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

1 

31.  Congenital  Debility,  Prema- 

ture  Birth,  etc 

20 

1 

4 

1 

2 

8 

1 

7 

2 

2 

12 

32.  Senility  

24 

2 

2 

4 

2 

15 

3 

20 

33.  Suicido  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

34.  Other  Violence  

24 

1 

.... 

4 

3 

8 

3 

5 

1 

7 

16 

35.  Other  defined  Diseases 

45 

2 

0 

1 

1 

5 

5 

16 

4 

12 

3 

10 

29 

36.  Ill  defined  or  Unknown 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Included  under  No.  35: — 

.... 

•r- 

... 

Small  Pox  

... 

... 

.... 

.... 

Poliomyelitis  . 

... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Polio-encephalitis  

... 

.... 

... 

... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

TABLE  SHEWING  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT 
DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1938 


IP  Causes  of  Death. 

X 

V 

m 

All 

Ages 

0—1 

<N 

1 

-H 

2—5 

lO 

1 

1C 

lO 

C'J 

Jl 

p-H 

All  Causes  

M 

F 

289 

319 

7 

17 

3 

4 

2 

0 

2 

6 

13 

8 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoic 

M 

fever  

F 

2.  Measles  

M 

.... 

F 

3 Scarlet  Fever  

M 

F 

4 Whooping  Cough  

M 

F 

1 

1 

5 Diphtheria  «. 

M 

F 

2 

2 

6 Influenza  . 

M 

5 

1 

F 

3 

7 Encephalitis  Lethargiea  .. 

M 

F 

1 

8 Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

M 

F 

9 Tuberculosis.  Respiratory.. 

M 

13 

2 

F 

13 

2 

10  Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

M 

2 

1 

F 

5 

2 

1 

1 

11  Syphilis  

M 

F 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the 

M 

Insane,  etc 

F 

13  Cancer  Malignant  disease.. 

M 

31 

1 

F 

37 

14  Diabetes  

M 

2 

F 

il 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

M 

22 

F 

35 

lb  Heart  Disease  

M 

77 

17  Aneurysm  

F 

M 

96 

1 

.... 

... 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

F 

M 

21 

19  Bronchitis  

F 

M 

16 

4 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

F 

M 

11 

16 

1 

3 

1 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

F 

M 

8 

2 

3 

1 

1 

22  Peptic  Ulcer  

F 

M 

1 

3 

23  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

F 

M 

3 

24  Appendicitis  

F 

M 

1 

1 

1 

— 

.... 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

F 

M 

1 

... 

26  Other  Diseases  of  Liver  ... 

F 

M 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases... 

F 

M 

1 

11 

1 

1 

28  Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

F 

M 

4 

20 

1 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis  

30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  . 

F 

F 

F 

M 

11 

1 

1 

5 

i 

31  Congenital  debility  &c.  ... 

6 

32  Senility  

F 

M 

15 

9 

12 

1 

1 

33  Suicide 

F 

15 

.... 

.... 

• • • 

M 

2 

34  Other  Violence  

F 

M 

1 

17 

1 

.... 

1 

6 

85  Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

F 

M 

7 

22 

... 

1 

36  Causes  ill  defined  or  un- 
known 

F 

M 

23 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

2 

37  Diarrhoea,  2 yrs.  and  over  ' 

F 

M. 

3 

.... 

| 

I 

F. 

....  | 

... 

::::  i 

::  1 

25—35 

35-45 

45—55 

55—65 

65—75 

7 

13 

17 

48 

96 

11 

12 

20 

54 

79 

... 

3 

i 

1 

i 

i 

3 

3 

2 

2 

i 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

"l 

7 

18 

3 

6 

9 

14 

... 

1 

. . . 

... 

3 

..... 

2 

4 

9 

5 

8 

11 

1 

3 

13 

32 

... 

2 

2 

17 

27 

; •" 

1 

. M 

• ... 

l 

2 

8 

1 

2 

6 

... 
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... 
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... 

... 

2 

3 

2 

1 

4 

i 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

i 

... 

... 

1 

3 

i 

3 

i 

i 

1 

i 

1 

4 

7 

3 

2 

3 

1 

... 

... 

.... 

i 

... 

.... 

... 

... 

2 

i 

... 

i 

1 

2 

2 

l 

i 

~3 

1 

1 

l 

l 

3 

1 

3 

i 

6 

3 

1 

• 1 
i 

1 

1 1 

2 

6 

I 

5 

...'.  I 

l 


4 

5 
1 
2 
7 

11 

28 

48 


10 

7 

1 

6 

4 


l 

1 


2 

1 

7 

2 


9 

13 


7 

4 

1 

3 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE,  1919—1938. 
NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 
(with  quinquennial  averages). 


Year. 

Rate. 

Year. 

Rate. 

1919 

65 1 

1929 

60' 

1920 

65 

1930 

67 

1921 

82 

' 

69 

1931 

69 

1922 

58 

1932 

55 

1923 

75  j 

1933 

57 

1924 

75' 

1934 

73* 

1925 

61 

1935 

46 

1926 

46 

* 

59 

1936 

53 

1927 

58 

1937 

45 

1928 

55J 

1938 

34 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1938,  i.e.,  34  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births,  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  County,  and  compares  with  an  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  of  53  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and 
Wales. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES, 

(a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  arrangements  whereby  medical  practitioners  may  submit 
pathological  material  from  patients  suffering  from,  or  suspected 
of  suffering  from  infectious  disease,  for  laboratory  examination 
at  the  Department  of  Bacteriology  and  Preventive  Medicine, 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  University  of  Manchester,  have  con- 
tinued during  the  year. 
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It  will  be  noted  that  16  specimens  of  sputum  were  submitted 
for  examination,  although  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation have  undertaken  to  carry  out  this  work.  Since  the  end 
of  the  year  under  review,  medical  practitioners  submitting  speci- 
mens for  examination  to  Manchester,  have  been  requested  to 

*eir  specimens  ^ future  to  the  Laboratory  of  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association,  Cardiff. 
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The  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  continue  to  carry 
out  pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  required  in 
connection  with  the  investigation  of  patients  suffering  from,  or 
suspected  of  suffering  from,  Tuberculosis. 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations; 
Order,  1936,  are  examined  either  at  the  Dairy  Laboratory, 
University  College  of  Wales,  Aberystwyth,  or  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  County  Medical  Officer  in  the  County  Council 
Offices,  Welshpool. 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(i)  Infectious  Diseases : — 

The  Shrewsbury  and  Atcham  Joint  Hospital  Board,  Monk- 
moor,  near  Shrewsbury,  have  arranged  for  an  ambulance  and  a 
nurse  to  be  available  for  the  transport  of  patients  suffering 
from  infectious  disease  from  the  County  to  their  hospital. 

(ii)  Non-Inf ectious  Cases : — 

There  are  only  two  ambulances  available  in  the  County;  one 
belonging  to  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  Detachment  at 
Welshpool,  and  the  other  owned  by  Messrs.  Cooksons  Garages 
Ltd.,  Newtown.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  provide  ambulance 
facilities  for  the  Llanidloes  and  Machynlleth  districts,  but  no 
adverse  reports  as  to  the  adequacy  of  ambulance  services  in  the 
County  have  been  received. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

There  are  27  District  Nursing  Associations  in  the  County 
which  are  affiliated  to  the  Montgomery  County  Nursing  Associ- 
ation. Each  local  association  employs  one  nurse  who,  in  addi 
tion  to  acting  as  District  Nurse,  is  also  employed  as  health  vis- 
itor, school  nurse,  etc. 
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The  following  scale  of  salaries  was  adopted  as  from  ist  April, 
1938 : — 

(a)  for  County  Trained  Nurses,  £120  rising  to  £150. 

(b)  for  State  Registered  Nurses,  £160. 

(c)  for  Nurses  whose  only  qualification  is  the  C.M.B 

Certificate,  £104. 

(d)  for  Queen’s  Nurses — the  minimum  recognised  by  the 

Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing. 

(d)  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

(i)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics : — 

Llanfyllin. — The  Institute.  First  Thursday  in  each  month 
at  2.30  p.m. 

Llanidloes. — Girls  Club  Room.  Last  Wednesday  in  each 
month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Machynlleth. — Presbyterian  Schoolroom.  First  Thursday 
in  each  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Newtown. — Wesleyan  Schoolroom.  Second  and  last  Thurs 
day  in  each  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Welshpool. — Victoria  Memorial  Hospital.  First  and  third 
Friday  in  each  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Each  Clinic  is  attended  by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  the 
County  Health  Visitor,  and  those  District  Nurses  whose  patients 
are  attending  the  Clinic,  together  with  voluntary  workers. 

These  clinics  are  of  great  educational  value  and  have  con- 
tributed to  some  extent  to  the  remarkable  reduction  in  the  In- 
fantile Mortality  Rate. 


1 
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(ii)  Orthopaedic  Clinics : — 

Machynlleth. — Presbyterian  Schoolroom.  Fortnightly  n 

Tuesday  (alternately  with  Newtown),  at  10.30  a.m. 

Newtown. — Wesleyan  Schoolroom.  Fortnightly  on  Tue.> 
day,  at  10.30  a.m. 

Oswestry. — The  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital.  Weekly  on  Wednesday,  at  10.30  a.m. 

Welshpool. — Victoria  Memorial  Hospital.  Fortnightly  on 
Monday,  at  10.30  a.m. 

Each  Clinic  is  attended  by  After-Care  Sisters  of  the  Robert 
Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  and  half-yeariv 
visits  are  made  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Surgical  staff  uf 
the  Hospital.  Patients  are  seen  on  the  recommendation  of  me  1 • 
ical  practitioners,  and  if  school  children  or  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  County  Medkai 
Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer. 

(iii)  Tuberculosis  Clinics:  — 

Llanfyllin. — Cambrian  Terrace,  Llanfyllin.  Last  Thurs 
day  in  each  month,  at  12  o’clock  noon. 

Llanidloes. — Girls’  Club  Room,  Long  Bridge  Street,  Llan- 
idloes. Saturday  before  the  last  Tuesday  in  each  month,  at 
10.30  am. 

Machynlleth. — Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Machynlleth.  Every 
Wednesday  morning,  or  by  appointment.  (X-Ray  available). 

Newtown. — The  Tuberculosis  Institute,  Montgomery 
County  Infirmary,  Llanfair  Road,  Newtown.  Tuesday  morn- 
ing and  at  other  times  by  appointment.  (X-Ray  available). 

Welshpool. — The  Dispensary,  New  Street,  Welshpool. 
First  and  Third  Mondays  in  each  month  (Fair  Days)  at  10.30 
a.m.  (X-Ray  available). 


3* 


Consultations  with  medical  men  by  appointment. 

Each  Clinic  is  attended  by  the  Tuberculosis  Physican  for  the 
area.  Dr.  M.  I.  Jackson,  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (London), 
and  periodical  visits  are  made  by  a member  of  the  Surgical 
Staff  of  the  North  Wales  Sanatorium,  Llangwyfan,  nr.  Denbigh. 

(iv)  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics : — 

Newtown. — Montgomery  County  Infirmary.  Last  Tuesday 
in  each  month  and  the  following  Thursday,  at  io.o  a.m. 

Welshpool. — Victoria  Memorial  Hospital.  First  Monday 
in  each  month,  at  10.30  a.m. 

Each  of  these  Clinics  are  attended  by  F.  A.  Anderson,  B.A., 
M.D.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  or  G.  W.  Morey,  M.B.,  B.S., 
D.L.O. 

Patients  are  seen  at  these  Climes  on  the  recommendation  of 
medical  practitioners,  or  in  the  case  of  children  attending  public 
elementary  schools,  or  children  under  five  years  of  age,  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer. 

(v)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics : — 


Persons  suffering  from  these  diseases  are  sent  for  treatment 
at  the  V.D.  Centre,  No.  1,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  under  an 
agreement  with  the  Salop  County  Council.  The  Medical 
Officer  in  charge  is  Col.  J.  Grech,  D.S.O.,  A.M.S.  (Ret.). 

The  hours  of  attendance  at  the  Clinics  are  as  follows:  — 
Men  — Tuesdays  6—8  p m 

Fridays  6—8  p.m. 

Women. — Wednesdays  . . . 2 4 p.m. 

Return  of  cases  attending  the  Clinic  during  1938:  — 


t 
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Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Gon- 

orrhoea. 

C’ndti’ns 

other 

than 

Venereal 

Totals. 

CO 

3 

M 

F 

M 

F. 

M 

F. 

M 

F. 

M 

F. 

c 

Eh 

Under  Treatment 
or  Observation, 
1/1/38 

5 

5 

0 

0 

10 

7 

0 

0 

15 

12 

27 

Returned  to  Treat- 
ment or  Observa- 
tion during  the 
year  1938 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

New  Cases  in  1938 

1 

0 

0 

0 

16 

2 

3 

2 

20 

4 

24 

Transferred  from 
other  Centres 
during  the  year... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Discharged  after 
completion  of 

treatment 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

2 

1 

7 

2 

9 

Ceased  to  attend 
before  comple- 

tion of  treatment 

2 

3 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

0 

6 

6 

12 

Ceased  to  attend 
before  final  tests 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Transferred  to 

other  Centres,  &c. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Remaining  under 
treatment  or  ob- 
servation, 31  / 

12/38. 

4 

1 

0 

0 

17 

6 

1 

1 

22 

8 

30 

Number  of  attend- 
ances for  atten- 
tion by  M.O. 

50 

18 

0 

0 

120 

68 

9 

2 

179 

88 

267 

Inpatients. 

(i)  Admitted  dur- 
ing year  1938 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(ii)  Ag.  no.  of  In- 
patient days 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Preparations  used  in  the  Treatment  of  Syphilis  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Forty-nine  injections  of  approved  Arsenobenzine  compounds 
(Stabilarsan  and  Sulphostab),  and  25  injections  of  Bismostab 
were  given. 

Pathological  Work. — 34  specimens  for  Gonorrhoea  were  ex- 
amined at  the  Treatment  Centre,  and  nine  specimens  of  serum 
for  Wassermann  reaction  were  sent  to  an  approved  laboratory. 


Summary:  — 

Total  number  of  new  cases  from  the  area  during  the  year 

Syphilis 

1 

Soft  Chancre 

0 

Gonorrhoea 

18 

Conditions  o±er  than  Venereal 

5 

Total 

24 

Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  patients 

267 

Aggregate  number  of  in-patient  days 

0 

Total  number  of  injections 

74 

(e)  HOSPITALS : PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY. 

The  three  Public  Assistance  Institutions  in  the  County  are 
defined  as  Institutions  under  the  Public  Assistance  Order,  1930. 
Each  Institution  is  staffed  by  non-resident  part-time  medicii 
practitioners.  No  specialised  services  are  available. 
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Classification  Number 

of  Wards.  of  Wards.  BEDS. 

MEK  WOMEN.  CHILDREN.  TOTAL. 

(under  16  years 
of  age). 
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NURSING  STAFFS  AT  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE 
INSTITUTIONS. 


Institution 


Trained  Proba-  Assist-  Male 
Nurses,  tioner  ant  Attend- 


Nurses.  Nurses,  ants. 


Caersws  P.A.I. 
For  den 


2 12  i 


7 3 


Llanfyllin  P.A.I. 
Totals 


3 12  8 3 


i 


12 


8 


3 


The  King  Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Associa- 
don  maintain  the  Machynlleth  Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Machyn- 
lleth. This  is  under  the  control  of  Dr.  M.  I.  Jackson,  Tuber- 
culosis Physician  for  the  area.  There  are  33  medical  and 
surgical  beds  available. 

There  are  four  Voluntary  Hospitals  in  the  County  for  ordin- 
ary sickness  and  accidents,  viz : — 

(1)  The  Montgomery  County  Infirmary,  Newtown,  compris- 
ing of  45  beds,  including  six  maternity  beds  and  a children’s 
ward. 

(2)  The  Victoria  Memorial  Hospital,  Welshpool,  comprising 
at  present  23  beds.  Accommodation  is  provided  for  children 
A Maternity  Block,  consisting  of  six  beds,  was  opened  in  De- 
cember, 1 93 1 3 and  a separate  Clinic  Building  was  erected  in 
1936  at  a cost  of  £1,500  as  a memorial  to  the  Silver  Jubilee  f 
the  late  King  George  V.  This  provides  accommodation  for 
the  After-Care  Clinics  of  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  the  Eye, 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department,  as  well  as  the  Infant  Wel- 
fare Clinics. 

(3)  The  Llanidloes  and  District  War  Memorial  Hospital, 
Llanidloes,  has  accommodation  for  14  ordinary  Medical  and 
Surgical  beds,  together  with  four  Maternity  beds.  The  number 
of  beds  can  be  increased  to  18  or  20,  and  included  in  these  are 
four  beds  for  children. 


r. 


3^ 

(4)  The  Machynlleth,  Corris  and  District  Hospital,  Machyn- 
lleth, has  accommodation  for  io  Medical  and  Surgical  beds 
The  Maternity  Section  attached  to  it  consists  of  three  separate 
wards  of  one  bed  each. 

The  Montgomery  County  Infirmary,  Newtown,  and  the 
Victoria  Memorial  Hospital,  Welshpool,  have  attached  to  them 
Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Departments.  Specialists  attend 
from  Shrewsbury  twice  monthly  at  Newtown,  and  once  monthly 
at  Welshpool.  The  Clinics  for  treatment  of  schoolchildren  are 
held  at  these  times  also. 

(2)  POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  OUT-RELIEF. 

(i)  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  administration  of  the 
institutional  medical  services  transferred  from  the  late  Boards 
of  Guardians  under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1929. 

(ii)  There  are  five  medical  relief  districts  in  the  County,  it 
none  of  which  has  the  “ open  choice  ” system  been  introduced 

There  are  13  District  Medical  Officers,  none  of  whom  devo*:; 
cheir  whole  time  to  public  health  services. 

*. . 

The  Districts  and  the  Medical  Officers  serving  each  District 
are  given  on  page  1 4 

(3)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(i)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services: 

Arrangements  were  entered  into  between  the  County  Council 
and  the  County  Nursing  Association,  for  the  27  local  District 
Nursing  Associations  to  be  responsible  for  securing  that  the 
number  of  certified  midwives  available  in  the  area  is  adequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  area,  in  accordance  with  the  Mid  wives  Act, 
1936,  Section  1. 
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By  re-organisation  of  districts,  it  has  been  possible  to  reduce 
the  number  of  local  Associations  from  30  to  27. 

Ante-Natal  Scheme: 

This  Scheme  came  into  operation  on  1st  May,  1935.  It  pro- 
vides for  the  medical  examination  of  any  expectant  mother  by 
a medical  practitioner  of  her  own  choice,  at  his  surgery  or  where 
this  is  inconvenient,  at  her  home.  The  Medical  practitioner 
submits  a report  on  his  findings,  together  with  his  recommenda- 
tions to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  All  expenses  in  connec- 
tion with  this  scheme  are  borne  by  the  County  Council,  and  no 
fees  are  recoverable  from  the  patients. 

I have  received  212  Reports  on  Ante-Natal  examinations 
carried  out  by  medical  practitioners  under  the  above  scheme 
during  the  year. 

The  Nursing  Association  Districts  in  which  they  were  carried 
out  were  as  follows : — 


Abermule  ... 
Berriew 
Caersws 
Carno 
Cemmaes 
Churchstoke 
Forden 
Guilsfield 
Kerry 
Leighton 
Llanbrynmair 
Llandinam 
Llandysilio 
Llanfair  Caereinion 
Llanfyllin 
Llangurig 
Llanidloes 


8 

12 

22 

4 

1 

13 
3 

3 

5 

10 

5 

4 

14 

5 
1 
1 
3 
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Llanwddyn  i 

Machynlleth  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Montgomery  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Newtown  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Trefeglwys  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tregynon  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Upper  Banwy  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Welshpool  25 

212 


Medical  Help  in  Maternity  Cases: 

Assistance  was  summoned  by  Midwives  under  Section  14  of 
the  Midwives  Act,  1918,  for  195  women  during  the  year,  which 
is  26.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  and  still  births. 

The  following  table  shows  that  this  figure  is  increasing  each 
year : — 


1928  — 

98 

1933  — 

156 

1929  — 

109 

1934  — 

164 

1930  — 

123 

1935  — 

180 

1931  — 

163 

1936  — 

184 

1932  — 

168 

1937  — 

194 

Medical  Aid  was  sought  for  the  Mother  for  the  following 
reasons : — 


Prolonged  Labour  ...  ...  ...  53 

Ruptured  Perineum  ...  ...  ...  25 

Condition  of  Mother  16 

Ante-Natal  Illness  8 

Miscarriage  8 

Breech  Presentation  4 

Uterine  Inertia  9 

Antepartum  Haemorrhage  7 

Adherent  Placenta  ...  ...  ...  4 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Postpartum  haemorrhage  4 
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Eclampsia 
Contracted  Pelvis 
Precipitate  Labour 
Threatened  Abortion 
Still  Birth 
Pyrexia 
Albuminuria 
Twins 


3 

4 

i 

12 

8 

7 

8 
r 
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Medical  Aid  was  sought  for  the  Child  for  the  following 
reasons : — 

Feebleness  7 

Prematurity  2 

Deformity  2 

1 r 


The  Cases  occurred  in  the  areas  of  the  District  Nursing 
Associations  as  follows:  — 


Abermule 

Berriew  

Camo  

Caersws 

Cemmaes 

Churchstoke 

Corris  

Guilsfield 

Kerry  

Leighton 

Llandinam 

Llandysilio 

Llanfair  Caereinion 

Llanfyllin 

Llangurig 

Llanidloes 


2 

8 

2 

8 

1 

2 

1 

2 
8 

5 

3 
7 

4 
4 
3 

6 
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Llanrhaiadr  ym  Mochnant  ...  ...  i 

Llansantffraid  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Llanwddyn  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Machynlleth  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meifod  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Minsterley  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Montgomery  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Newtown  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Trefeglwys  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Tregynon  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Upper  Banwy  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Welshpool  (Inner)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Welshpool  (Outer)  ...  ...  ...  8 

136 


Medical  Aid  was  sent  for  at  the  Voluntary  Hospitals  as 
follows : — 


Victoria  Memorial  Hospital,  Welshpool  ...  20 

Montgomery  County  Infirmary,  Newtown  ...  17 

Llanidloes  and  District  War  Memorial  Hospital  17 
Machynlleth,  Corris  and  District  Hospital  ...  5 




The  services  of  consulting  obstetricians  are  available  at  the 
request  of  any  medical  practitioner.  The  County  Council  is 
responsible  for  the  payment  of  fees,  which  are  recovered  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  scale  of  means  shown  in  Appendix  1. 

Notifications  by  Midwives  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  were : — 


Laying  out  a dead  body  28 

Artificial  feeding  36 

Still  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Death  of  Mother  or  Child  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  / 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — No  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915. — 682  Live 
Births  and  34  Still  Births  were  notified  in  accordance  with  the 
above  Acts  during  1938.  The  total  figure  of  716  compares 
with : — 


693 

for 

1937 

686 

33 

1936 

774 

33 

1935 

725 

33 

1934 

729 

33 

1933 

762 

33 

1932 

733 

33 

1931 

788 

33 

1930 

668  of  the  716  were  notified  by  Midwives,  and  48  by  parents 
and  doctors. 

Notification  is  carried  out,  on  the  whole,  fairly  promptly,  a 
few  only  escaping  notification  each  year.  The  latter  are  noti- 
fied to  me  by  the  District  Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths,  who 
compare  the  Notification  Register  with  their  own  Registers. 
When  any  births  are  found  unnotified,  enquiries  are  made  and 
explanations  are  asked  for,  from  the  persons  held  responsible 
for  carrying  out  the  law. 

(ii)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children 

The  County  Council  accepts  responsibility  for  all  fees  in  con- 
nection with  the  maintenance  and  treatment  of  maternity  cases 
which  have  been  approved  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  at  the  following  hospitals : — 

The  Montgomery  County  Infirmary,  Newtown; 

The  Victoria  Memorial  Hospital,  Welshpool; 

The  Llanidloes  and  District  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Llan- 
idloes; 

The  Machynlleth,  Corris  and  District  Hospital,  Machynlleth; 

The  Salop  County  Council  Hospital,  Berrington,  Salop. 
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Fees  are  recovered  from  the  patients  in  accordance  with  the 
scale  of  means  shown  in  Appendix  i.  The  number  of  cases 
admitted  under  this  scheme  during  the  year  were : — 


Number 

Average 

Admitted. 

Stay. 

Montgomery  County  Infirmary  ... 

50 

Days. 

14.8 

Victoria  Memorial  Hospital 

35 

13-5 

Llanidloes  and  District  War  Mem- 
orial Hospital 

14 

17.7 

Machynlleth,  Corris  and  District 
Hospital 

5 

24.6 

Salop  County  Council  Hospital, 
Berrington  

3 

20.6 

Institutional  treatment  is  paid  for  by  the  County  Council  in 
the  case  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  suffering  from 
orthopaedic  defects,  at  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital,  Gobowen;  and  for  those  suffering  from  Eye, 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  defects,  at  the  Montgomery  County  In- 
firmary and  the  Victoria  Memorial  Hospital. 

Fees  are  recovered  in  these  cases  in  accordance  with  the 
above  mentioned  means  scale. 

(iii)  Health  Visitors. 

The  araangements  for  health  visiting  remain  the  same  as  last 
year. 

Statement  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year 
1938 : — 

Ante-Natal  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers : — 

First  Visits  538 

Total  Visits  2062 
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Visits  to  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

First  Visits  674 

Total  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  3968 

Visits  to  the  homes  of  children  1 — 5 years  of  age : — 

Total  Visits  6036 

The  total  number  of  Health  Visits  to  the  homes  of  Expectant 
Mothers,  Infants,  and  children  up  to  five  years  of  age,  was 
13*278. 

Summary  of  work  done  by  the  County  Health  Visitor  and 
Inspector  of  Midwives  during  the  year  1938 : — 

Number  of  Visits  of  Inspection  to  Midwives  ...  348 

55  **  33  Enquiries  into  Still  Births  ...  34 

33  33  33  Enquiries  into  Infant  Deaths  ...  25 

33  33  33  Enquiries  into  Maternal  Deaths  2 

Attendances  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  77 

CHILD  WELFARE. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


The  average  attendances  for  the  year  1938  were  as  follows:  — 


Centre. 

Llanfyllin 

Llanidloes 

Machynlleth 

Newtown 

Welshpool 


1 st  Qtr. 

2nd.  Qtr. 

3rd  Qtr. 

4th  Qtr.  Year. 

42.0 

30.6 

30.3 

24.6 

3i-9 

49.0 

43.0 

39-3 

43.6 

43-3 

4i-3 

• 44-o 

45.6 

43.0 

430 

27.3 

23-5 

28.6 

36.8 

29.1 

67.0 

47.2 

41.5 

45-5 

50.3 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  all  the  Centres  during  the 
year  was  as  follows : — 


(1)  Children  under  1 year  of  age  I053 

(n)  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 ...  2250 

Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended  at  the  Centres 
uring  the  year  and  who  on  their  first  attendance  were  under:  — 


(i)  i year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 7 

(ii)  Between  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  31 

The  percentage  of  notified  live  births  represented  by  the  nurr 
ber  of  children  who  attended  the  Centres  for  the  first  time  and 
who  were  under  one  year  of  age  is  16.8. 

MILK  FOR  NECESSITOUS  EXPECTANT  AND 

NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  Milk  for  necessitous  ex- 
pectant and  nursing  mothers  and  infants  remain  the  same  as 


in  previous  years. 

The  number  of  persons  granted  milk 

during  each 

quarter  of 

the  year  was : — 

Quarter  ended  31st  March,  1938 

... 

46 

Quarter  ended  30th  June,  1938 

47 

Quarter  ended  30th  September, 

1938  ... 

66 

Quarter  ended  31st  December, 

1938  ... 

83 

Number  of  persons  granted  milk  during  the  year — 104. 


(iv)  CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 
The  arrangements  remain  the  same  as  for  1937. 


(v)  DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  been  authorised  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nurs- 
ing mothers  and  infants.  No  action  has  been  taken  during  the 
year. 


(4)  REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 


The  supervision  and  inspection  of  registered  maternity  and 
other  nursing  homes  was  carried  out  as  in  previous  years  by 
the  County’  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  County  Health  Vis- 
itor. No  powers  have  been  delegated  under  Section  194  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  any  of  the  County  districts  in  the 
County. 

Registered  Maternity  and  other  Nursing  Homes : — 

The  Victoria  Memorial  Hospital,  Welshpool. 

The  Machynlleth,  Corris  and  District  Hospital,  Machynlleth, 

The  Llanidloes  and  District  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Llan 
idloes. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  information  has  been  extracted  from  the  An- 
nual Reports  for  1938  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health : — 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF 
MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  OF  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


BOROUGH  OF  LLANFYLLIN. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I record  the  erection  of  20  new  houses, 
19  by  you  and  one  by  private  enterprise,  thereby  the  eradication 
of  much  of  the  overcrowding  in  the  Borough  and  the  demolition 
of  several  insanitary  houses,  the  conditions  of  which  have  for 

rsnLriefrfeaTd  * 7 ^ S°  **  S°  g°°d>  but  mucb 

as  calL  T °Ut  °f  *he  53  h0USeS  scheduled  ^ ™e 

as  capable  of  bemg  rendered  fit  for  habitation,  I find  only  four 

have  been  renovated  in  accordance  with  my  recommendations 

It  is  veiy  disappointing.  I had  hoped  that  the  Council,  having 
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been  presented  with  a detailed  survey  of  each  individual  house, 
would  have  pushed  on  with  a vigorous  policy  of  bringing  the 
housing  conditions  up  to  a modem  standard  of  sanitation  and 
fitness. 

I much  regret  that  the  high  hopes  entertained  in  my  last 
year’s  report  have  not  yet  been  realised  and  that  so  far  no  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  rid  the  town  of  the  disused  outbuildings 
which  deprive  adjacent  houses  of  light  and  ventilation  ana 
which  are  breeding  places  of  vermin  and  a harbourage  of  filth 
I refer  especially  to  Narrow  Street  and  must  again  call  your  at- 
tention to  those  insanitary  closets  in  the  yard  behind  29,  High 
Street. 

Water  : — 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  water  supply  during  the 
year.  No  analysis  of  the  water  was  made  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  : — 

There  were  no  changes  or  extension  of  sewerage  arrange 
ments  during  the  year,  apart  from  that  of  the  new  Council 
houses  which  is  run  into  a large  septic  tank. 

Rivers  and  Streams:  — 

No  action  taken. 

Closet  Accommodation:  — 

The  four  closets  in  the  yard  behind  29,  High  Street,  to  which 
I drew  your  attention  in  my  last  report  remain  unaltered  and 
are  decidedly  insanitary. 

BOROUGH  OF  LLANIDLOES. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  from  both  reservoirs  has  been 
well  maintained  and  satisfactory.  Regular  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  gathering  grounds,  the  area  in  close  proximity  tc 
the  reservoirs,  the  screening  plant,  and  the  main  pipe  between 
Nantygeifr  and  the  town  has  been  scraped. 


No  samples  were  taken  for  analysis.  Pollution  is  liable  to 
occur  in  the  two  streams  leading  into  Nantygeifr  Reservoir,  ow- 
ing to  their  flowing  alongside  the  edge  of  the  farm,  and  wher- 
cattle  and  pigs  have  been  seen  grazing. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  general  arrangements  fo» 
drainage,  sewerage,  and  sewerage  disposal  continued  to  be  nati* 
factory. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Dr.  H.  Graham  Davies  states 
‘For  a number  of  years  I have  uttered  disapproval  at  the  ex- 
istence of  communal  closets  within  the  Borough.  The  Council 
still  choose  to  ignore  my  remarks  concerning  them,  and  I there- 
fore welcome  this  opportunity  of  emphasising  that  such  condi- 
tions are  hygienically  and  morally  dangerous.  It  is  surely  a 
minimum  requirement — that  each  family  should  have  its  own 
private  closet  accommodation.” 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  conservancy  system.  There 
continues  to  be  a large  number  of  communal  closets  in  the  area, 
which  are  very  unsatisfactory.  Some  have  been  dealt  with 
under  Clearance  Schemes.  This  should  have  the  Council’s 
serious  consideration. 

MACHYNLLETH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supplies. — During  the  year,  the  Council  took  steps 
to  lease  the  catchment  ground  at  Esgaireira  Reservoir  to  the 
Forestry  Commission,  with  the  two-fold  object  of  planting 
suitable  trees  on  the  ground,  and  of  fencing  around  the  catch- 
ment area,  it  being  felt  that  both  these  objects  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  reservoir  and  the  water  supply. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis;  one  sample  “ B ” was  taken  from  a feeder  to  the 
reservoir,  and  one  sample  “ A ” was  taken  at  the  point  of  entry 
into  the  delivery  main  supplying  the  town.  The  samples  were 
tested  for  organisms  of  the  Bacillus  Coli  group,  and  there  was 
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evidence  of  Coli  in  15  c.c.  of  water  from  Sample  “ B,”  but 
none  from  sample  “ A.”  Confirmatory  tests  indicated  that 
these  organisms  were  not  due  to  faecal  contamination.  The 
Analyst  stated  that  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  was 
quite  safe  for  domestic  use. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — During  the  year,  a special  sur- 
vey was  made  in  order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  houses  not 
supplied  with  separate  water-closets  or  supplied  wi±  obsolete 
type  latrines.  A Report  on  these  was  presented  to  the  Council, 
and  it  was  decided  to  call  upon  the  owners  to  provide  separate 
water-closets  and  to  replace  the  obsolete  type  latrines  by  modern 
water-closet  suites.  As  this  was  late  in  the  year,  no  action 
could  be  taken  during  1938. 


Housing. — During  the  year  the  Council  commenced  the 
erection  of  26  N.P.  3 -bedroom  houses,  two  N.P.  4-bedroom 
houses,  and  one  N.P.  1 -bedroom  house,  the  last  three  houses 
being  in  one  block  and  of  the  “ adjustable  ” or  “ adaptable  ” 
type.  The  two  4-bedroom  houses  are  required  to  re-house 
large  families,  and  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  has  been  ob- 
tained for  these  families  to  be  re-housed  on  the  “ Overcrowding 
Standard”  and  not  on  usual  “Re -housing  Standard.”  It  is  possi- 
ble that  the  figures  given  later  (see  tables  on  pages  63-65)  do 
not  give  the  Council  a clear  picture  of  work  done  to  date  in 
connection  with  slum  clearance;  the  following  figures  may  give 
the  Council  a clearer  picture  (to  be  precise,  these  figures  relate  to 
a period  ending  in  April,  1939):  — 


Procedure  and  number  of  houses  dealt  with : — 

Clearnace  Area  Procedure  

Section  12,  1936  Act  (Closing)  Procedure 
Section  19,  1930  Act  (Unfit)  Procedure  ... 
Section  11,  1936  Act  (Unfit)  Procedure  ... 

Informal  (Unfit)  Procedure  

Total  ... 


14 

3 

19 

32 

5 

73 
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Result  of  action : — 

To  be  demolished 20 

Houses  not  to  be  re-let  and  which  may  be 

demolished  on  demand  by  the  Council  ...  19 

Houses  closed  under  Section  12  of  the  1936  Act  ...  2 

Reconditioning  schemes  accepted  ...  ...  ...  26 

Procedure  not  complete  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total 73 

It  will  be  possible  to  give  a more  detailed  picture  in  the 
1939  Report,  by  which  time  the  new  houses  will  have  been  oc- 
cupied and  overcrowding  substantially  reduced. 

A further  survey  should  be  made  of  houses  in  the  area  which 
should  receive  attention  under  “ Slum  Clearance  Procedure.” 

BOROUGH  OF  MONTGOMERY. 

Water  Supply. — Owing  to  an  exceptionally  dry  spring- 
time there  was  an  acute  shortage  of  water  during  the  summer 
months,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  not  again  occur,  as 
the  new  400,000  gallon  reservoir  was  completed  and  put  into 
service  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A chlorinating  plant  and  a 
plumbo  solvency  treatment  plant  have  been  installed,  and  thus 
a pure  and  wholesome  and  adequate  supply  is  assured.  The 
reservoirs  were  all  full  during  the  latter  months,  and  there  is 
now  a storage  capacity  of  approximately  605,000  gallons. 

Many  new  water  mains  were  laid  and  the  whole  system  was 
simplified. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  extensions  or  alterations 
have  been  made  in  the  existing  arrangements  or  in  the  method 
of  sewage  disposal. 


loset  Accommodation.— During  the  year,  modem  sani 
tary  conveniences  were  fitted  to  thirteen  premises  and  proper 
connection  made  to  the  sewer;  of  these,  eleven  were  conversions 
rom  the  conservancy  system,  and  two  were  to  new  houses. 
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The  district  has  been  inspected  systematically  and  at  intervals 
as  occasion  required,  and  where  defects  under  the  Housing  and 
Public  Health  Acts  were  found,  the  usual  action  was  taken  to 
remedy  them.  During  the  year  70  premises  were  inspected  and 
84  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose.  Eight  informal  notices 
were  served  on  account  of  defects  under  the  Housing  Acts  or 
nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and  the  requirements 
of  these  notices  were  carried  out.  No  Statutory  Notices  were 
served  during  the  year. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  12 

Samples  of  water  taken  ...  1 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  4 

NEWTOWN  AND  LLANLLWCHAIARN 
URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — During  the  year  500  yards  of  3inch  wat  r 
main  was  laid  at  Pool  Road,  with  the  result  that  there  is  a greai 
improvement  in  the  supply  in  that  area  of  the  Town. 

Three  samples  of  the  Town’s  water  supply  have  been  taken 
for  Chemical  Analysis  and  Bacteriological  Examination,  and 
the  reports  state  the  water  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  qui"-' 
satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  pressure  filters  an  the  new  Service  Reservoirs  are  work- 
ing in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

Both  from  a bacteriological  and  chemical  point  of  view  this 
water  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  it  is  quite  safe  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  arrangements  for  drainage, 
sewerage  disposal  continue  to  be  satisfactory.  There  have 
been  no  important  extensions  apart  from  connections  to  new 
houses  and  40  yards  of  9inch  sewer  to  a new  house  on  Milford 
Road. 


Closet  Accommodation. — There  is  still  no  change  in  the 
conservancy  system.  The  number  of  water  closets  is  99  * ^d 
j 2 1 privies,  the  latter  being  all  outside  the  sewerage  system. 


BOROUGH  OF  WELSHPOOL. 


Water  Supply. — Special  consideration  has  been  given  to 
the  town’s  water  supply,  and  the  Council  called  in  Mr.  R.  F. 
Baker,  of  Birkenhead,  to  advise  them  concerning  the  quality 
of  the  water  when  filtered  and  treated.  As  a result  an  applica- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  sanction  to 
purchase  a chloroclock  and  amoniator. 

Mr.  Baker  also  dealt  with  the  possibilities  of  supplying  the 
lands  above  the  present  top  water  level,  and  his  reports  will  be 
dealt  with  when  the  draft  Housing  lay-out  scheme  for  the 
Burgess  Lands  now  in  course  of  preparation  is  completed. 


The  Ministry  have  asked  for  the  Council’s  scheme  for  dealing 
with  pollution  on  the  gathering  ground,  and  after  an  inspection 
of  the  shed,  the  Council  decided  to  deal  with  seven  pollution 
points.  Details  of  the  scheme  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  for  their  sanction. 


Twenty  analyses  of  the  Town’s  water  have  been  taken,  with 
a view  to  ascertaining  the  quality  of  the  water  at  the  two  main 
springs  in  the  water  shed;  the  raw  water  at  various  points  of 
the  stream  feeding  the  reservoir  and  of  the  water  after  treat- 
ment. A copy  of  the  latter  is  attached  for  information.  As  a 
result  of  these  investigations,  Mr.  Baker  considers  that : — - 
“After  storage  in  the  reservoirs,  settlement  in  the  Settling  Tanks, 
filtration  and  sterilisation,  provided  proper  attention  is  given  to 
the  dosage,  the  water  should  be  perfectly  pure  and  wholesome 
at  all  times.” 
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Certificate  of  Analysis. 

(Bacteriological). 

Sample  of  Water  received  on  13th  April,  1938.  Marked 
Clear  Water  Storage  Tank  at  Welshpool  Waterworks. 
Number  of  organisms  grown  on  Agar  in  3 days 

at  20°C.  1 per  c.c. 

Number  of  organisms  grown  on  Agar  in — 

48  hours  at  37°C.  33  per  1 c.c. 

B.  Coli  (Lactose  + Indol  +)  present  in — 

do.  do.  do.  absent  in  100  c.c. 

This  sample  is  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  Harold  Lowe,  M.S.c,  F.I.C. 

There  was  no  shortage  during  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  dry  period  the  total  storage  had  been  reduced  by  only  one 
and  a half  million  gallons. 

Extensions  of  the  mains  were  carried  out  at  Westwood,  E.w 
Wen  and  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at  Bronybuckley.  The 
latter  has  enabled  an  extra  link  to  be  laid  down  in  the  dis- 
tributing system,  which  gives  an  alternative  method  of  supply 
when  repair  works  are  in  hand. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  clearing  of  the  bed  of  the 
Severn  and  the  felling  of  obstructive  trees  on  the  river  bank  has 
improved  the  drainage  of  the  Severn  Valley,  and  only  in  ex- 
ceptionally heavy  rainstorms  is  there  any  flooding  in  the  area 

The  main  sewers  have  been  extended  to  the  Council’s  new 
Estate  at  Bronybuckley,  and  smaller  extensions  have  been  car- 
ried out  at  Erw  Wen  and  Westwood. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Three  closets  on  the  conser-  • 
ancy  system  have  been  removed,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  six  in  existence. 
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HOUSING. 

As  soon  as  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  was  completed  the 
Housing  Committee  asked  for  a report  on  overcrowding  in  the 
Borough,  with  information  as  to  the  cost  of  a new  housing 
scheme  for  abating  same.  The  report  has  now  been  prepared 
and  will  receive  the  consideration  of  the  Council  during  the 
next  few  months. 

In  addition,  the  Council’s  Officers  have  been  instructed  to 
report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of  all  houses  of  the  working 
classes  situate  in  the  Borough  and  to  classify  them  under  the 
following  heads : — 

A.  Houses  which  cannot  be  improved  at  reasonable  expense 

B.  Houses  where  expenditure  up  to  £50  will  put  them  in  a 
fairly  habitable  condition. 

C.  Houses  which  can  be  put  in  a good  state  of  repair  at 
reasonable  expense. 

FORDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — Again  an  exceptionally  dry  summer  was 
experienced,  but  there  were  no  cases  of  hardship  caused  by 

shortage  of  water,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district. 

Minor  works  of  improvement  at  Ladywell  Spring,  from  which 
the  village  of  Berriew  draws  a piped  supply,  were  carried  out, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  village  will  never  again  be  short 
of  water. 

No  bacteriological  examination  or  chemical  analysis  of  tin's 
supply  was  made  during  the  year,  as  there  is  no  reason  to  sus- 
pect the  quality  of  the  water. 

All  water  is  passed  through  a sand  filter  before  being  ob- 
tained by  the  public. 
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Llandyssil. — An  abundant  supply  was  again  available 
throughout  the  year,  from  all  three  sources  of  supply. 

Hyssington. — The  supply  from  the  village  common  well 
was  very  satisfactory,  and  supplied  all  requirements. 


Churchstoke. — The  water  supply  to  two  small  holdings 
in  this  Parish  was  improved  by  work  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council.  Water  was  piped  down  to  the  holdings  from  a sat- 
isfactory spring,  and  the  supply  has  been  sufficient  for  all  re- 
quirements. No  complaints  regarding  shortage  were  received 
from  this  Parish. 


At  the  Prenant  Small  Holdings  an  abundant  supply  is  avail- 
able and  is  piped  to  every  holding. 

New  Houses. — Eight  new  houses  have  been  built  during 
the  year.  Seven  of  them  obtain  water  supplies  from  newly 
sunk  wells,  and  one  house  has  a good  piped  supply  from  a s&’- 
isfactory  spring. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  changes  have  taken  place  in 
the  methods  of  sewage  disposal.  As  before  explained,  owing 
to  dwellings  being  scattered  throughout  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
trict, the  construction  of  sewers  would  be  impracticable.  Im- 
provements to  existing  drainage  systems  are  still  constantly 
being  carried  out,  septic  tanks  or  properly  constructed  soakaway 
pits  being  provided  according  to  requirements,  provision  being 
made  for  the  prevention  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams. 


Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  Garthmyl,  in  tne 
parish  of  Berriew.  Sewage  from  several  dwellings  previously 
discharged  into  a culvert  which  ran  under  a main  road.  A 
new  six-inch  pipe  has  now  been  laid  under  the  road  and  car- 
ried sixty  feet  into  a field,  and  all  sewage  now  empties  into  a 
soakaway  pit,  which  is  working  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
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The  only  modern  sewer  in  the  district,  jointly  owned 
Welshpool  Borough  and  Forden  Rural  District,  is  working  in 
a satisfactory  manner.  Sewage  is  disposed  of  by  septic  tank 
methods. 

There  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint  regarding  the  methods 
of  disposing  of  the  sewage  and  trade  effluent  from  the  Milk 
Factory,  Kilkewydd,  Forden.  Treatment  of  sewage  is  by 
septic  tank  and  land  treatment  method.  All  trade  effluent  is 
chlorinated. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Owing  to  the  absence  of  seweis, 
as  mentioned  under  the  heading  “ Drainage  and  Sewerage,”  and 
the  lack  of  piped  water  supplies,  the  conservancy  system  exists 
practically  throughout  the  district. 

The  movable  pail  type  of  closet  is  in  general  use  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  as  almost  every  householder  has  a large  garden,  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  regularly  and  efficiently  disposing  of  the  con- 
tents of  pails. 

Septic  tanks  dispose  of  waste  matter  in  the  few  cases  where 
water  closets  are  installed. 

Every  dwelling  house  in  the  district  is  provided  with  a closet, 
and  there  are  no  lodging  houses,  tenement  dwellings  or  large 
shops  in  the  district. 


HOUSING. 

The  year  1938  should  be  specially  remembered  in  the  dis- 
trict, for  during  that  year  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  '.he 
District  a policy  of  building  new  houses  was  embarked  upon  by 
the  Council. 

It  is  realised  that  new  dwellings  for  the  rural  population  are 
badly  needed. 
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The  Council’s  first  scheme  provided  for  the  building  of  18 
houses  as  follows : — 

Churchstoke  Parish  8 houses. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  five  houses  in  Churchstoke  had  been 
completed,  and  good  progress  was  being  made  with  the  re- 
maining three. 

At  Forden  the  work  of  building  two  houses  was  well  in 
progress. 

Work  had  not  commenced  at  Berriew  and  Middletown 

In  view  of  requests  from  certain  Parish  Councils,  the  District 
Council  invited  all  Parish  Councils  in  the  area  to  submit  wi'.ai 
was  considered  their  real  “ Housing  ” needs  for  their  partic  Jar 
Parishes. 

When  these  are  received,  the  whole  matter  will  be  considered 
by  the  District  Council,  with  a view  to  submitting  a compre- 
hensive scheme  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Overcrowding. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  w-.re 
1 3 cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  district. 

This  number  has  now  been  reduced  to  seven,  three  fami'^s 
being  re-housed. 

It  is  intended  to  provide  new  houses  for  two  cases,  and  in 
the  five  remaining  cases,  temporary  licences  have  been  issued. 


Forden  Parish 
Berriew  Parish 
Middletown  Parish 


2 houses. 
6 houses. 
2 houses. 


as  owing  to  occupational  circumstances,  hardship  would  be 
caused  if  the  families  were  disturbed. 
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Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act.— During  the  year,  three 
cottages  were  entirely  reconstructed  under  this  Act,  and  ihe 
work  of  reconstructing  four  others  is  almost  completed  Ar- 
rangements have  also  been  made  for  other  cottages  to  be  recon 
ditioned. 

New  Houses. — In  addition  to  the  new  houses  built  by  the 
District  Council,  and  already  mentioned,  one  new  house  on  a 
Small  Holding  has  been  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and 
two  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise. 

Erected  during  the  year  1932  ...  7 


do. 

1933 

2 

do. 

1934 

10 

do. 

1935 

12 

do. 

1936 

12 

do. 

1937 

4 

do. 

1938 

8 

LLANFYLLIN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLY:— 

Llanfair  Caereinion. — On  the  whole,  this  is  now  satisfac- 
tory, although  during  certain  periods  there  seems  to  be  a short- 
age in  the  upper  portion  of  the  village.  This  would  very  prob- 
ably be  remedied  were  larger  storage  tanks  installed.  The  rwn 
existing  tanks  are  hardly  sufficient  for  a village  of  this  size,  and 
I am  pleased  to  know  that  the  Council  are  negotiating  for  a 
site  for  an  additional  large  reservoir. 

Meifod. — As  reported  in  my  last  report,  a new  water  supp’y 
scheme  has  been  completed  in  this  Village. 

Llansantffraid,  Llanerfyl,  Penybontfawr,  Llangynog 
and  Voel. — New  schemes  have  been  completed  in  each  of  tk’se 
villages  and  a satisfactory  supply  is  available. 

Llanfechain. — The  water  supplies  in  this  Village  remain  a* 
previously  reported.  Sources  of  water  and  approaches  to  wel’s. 
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springs,  etc.,  are  inspected  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
gives  the  necessary  advice  when  and  where  necessary.  Dur:  .«» 
the  year  no  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  the  various  Public  Warn 
Supply  schemes  are  now  completed  and  are  much  appreciated 

One  or  two  villages  and  hamlets  are  still  without  satisfactory 
water  supplies,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  difficulties  which  now 
prevent  the  carrying  out  of  schemes  of  water  supply  to  th;''" 
places  will  shortly  be  overcome. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  works  of  major  important.! 
were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  continually  receiving  complaints 
concerning  defective  sewers  and  drains  and  these  are  rectified 
whenever  possible.  As  a whole,  the  drainage  and  sewerage  of 
the  numerous  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  area  are  unsatisfactory 
and  the  question  of  constructing  modern  systems  ought  to  be 
discussed. 

It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  the  scheme  for  scavenging  the  num- 
erous hamlets  and  villages  is  now  in  operation  and  should  be  of 
much  benefit  to  the  general  health  in  that  dumps  can  now  be 
supervised,  controlled  and  reduced  in  number. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  pail  closet  is  the  type  gen- 
erally in  use  throughout  the  district,  but  in  remote  dwellings 
insanitary  privies  are  still  in  use. 

An  increasing  number  of  houses  are  provided  with  wat^r 
closets,  which,  for  the  most  part,  drain  into  cesspools.  Disposal 
of  the  sewage  appears  satisfactory,  and  there  are  few  complaints. 
In  Voel  and  Penybontfawr  and  in  the  villages  and  hamlets  in 
the  following  parishes  the  removal  of  pail  contents  is  carried 
out  by  the  Council  under  contract : — 
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Llanfair; 

Llangynog; 

Llanrhaiadr  (Mont.); 

Meifod ; 

Llanerfyl; 

Llangadfan ; 

Llanfechain ; 

Llansantffraid; 

Llandysilio; 

Llandrinio;  and 

Carreghofa. 

The  Council  do  not  undertake  the  cleansing  of  cesspools. 

Dr.  W.  Milton  Jones  also  states : “ I pointed  out  in  my  last 
annual  Report  that  the  arrangements  for  scavenging  many  of 
the  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  district  were  unsatisfactory. 
In  Llanfair,  Llangynog,  Llanrhaiadr  (Mont.),  and  Meifod,  house 
refuse  was  collected  and  removed  to  specified  tips  under  con- 
tract, but  in  some  of  the  remaining  parishes  householders  had  to 
make  their  own  arrangements  for  removing  their  refuse,  and 
there  was  an  obvious  need  for  a more  extensive  scavenging 
scheme. 


“ I am  pleased  to  report  that  an  improved  scheme  is  now  in 
operation.  In  addition  to  the  parishes  mentioned  above,  the 
village  of  Voel  is  scavenged  and  all  the  villages  and  hamie.s 
in  the  parishes  of  Llanerfyl,  Llangadfan,  Llanfechain,  Llan- 
santffraid, Llandyssilio,  Llandrinio  and  Carreghofa.  In  each 
case  the  contents  of  pail  closets  and  dust  bins  are  emptied 
weekly  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  the  provision  of 
suitable  bins  and  pails  to  all  premises  which  have  need  of  them. 


The  new  scenging  scheme  commenced  on  the  17th  April, 
1939,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  within  two  months  of 
the  commencement  of  the  scheme  the  number  of  pails  and  bins 
dealt  with  weekly  has  been  trebled. 


6o 


The  unsatisfactory  tips  at  Llansantffraid  and  Llanfechfin 
have  now  been  closed  and  a new  tip  acquired  at  Carreghofa,  tc 

which  most  of  the  refuse  is  removed.  Tips  are  alsu  in  use 
at  Meifod,  Llanfair,  Llanrhaiadr  and  Llangynog. 

The  tip  at  Llangynog  is  not  satisfactory,  and  it  is  hoped  to 
close  it  in  the  near  future. 

The  question  of  the  erection  of  much  needed  new  houses  -.till 
remains.  While  some  houses  have  been  erected,  there  is  a great 
and  urgent  need  for  very  many  more,  and  it  is  to  be  sincer.iL 
hoped  that  nothing  will  serve  to  prevent  the  early  erection  oi 
these  much  desired  dwellings. 


MACHYNLLETH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — As  previously  reported,  the  majority  ol 
the  villages  and  hamlets  depend  for  their  supplies  of  drinking 
water  upon  wells  and  springs  in  the  near  vicinity-  For  oth'*r 
purposes  the  inhabitants  make  use  of  the  stream  that  passes 
through,  and  which  in  far  too  many  instances  they  use  to  de- 
posit their  rubbish.  Although  attempts  have  been  made  to  ore- 
vent  this  undesirable  practice,  there  are  some  people  who  per- 
sist. It  is  almost  impossible  to  find  out  who  the  delinquents 
are. 

Every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  prevent  contaminatnr. 
of  wells  and  springs  by  grazing  cattle. 

During  the  past  few  months  the  attention  of  the  pubfic 
throughout  Wales  has  been  drawn  to  the  absence  of  water  san- 
itation in  the  rural  houses  and  schools  of  Montgomeryshire 
Had  those  who  have  made  these  criticisms  been  conversant  with 
our  rural  conditions  they  would  have  been  more  moderate  in  their 
remarks.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  in  a large  number  of 
these  places  the  only  supplies  possible  are  those  that  are  already 
in  use.  Nor,  without  the  installation  of  a huge  engineeiinv 
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scheme,  which  would  raise  water  from  rivers  and  streams  in  the 
rural  districts,  can  we  hope  to  see  established  water  sanitation, 
which  as  anyone  possessing  the  most  elementary  knowledge  of 
public  health  matters  knows,  should  prevail  everywhere  whe'e 
human  beings  congregate. 

The  scarcity  of  water  compels  this  area  to  continue  the  try 
closet  system. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — A refuse  cart  in  each  of  ihr 
villages  clears  away  house  refuse,  and  deposits  it  in  a cenira' 
dump.  Such  dumps  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory,  and  a 
scheme  is  under  consideration  to  have  all  refuse  carried  by  > n. 
contractor  to  a spot  far  removed  from  human  habitation. 

In  the  Parish  of  Pennal  a few  houses  possess  cesspools,  which 
are  emptied  out  by  the  residents  to  whom  they  belong. 

The  death  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  early  last  October,  pre- 
vents me  from  including  the  Tabular  statement  required  by 
Section  C,  Part  2,  Sub-Section  3. 

I am,  however,  in  a position  to  state  that  though  the  late 
Inspector  left  no  written  details  which  I can  avail  myself  of,  he 
carried  out  his  duties  in  a very  conscientious  manner. 

Housing. — For  reasons  already  mentioned,  I am  unable  ui 
furnish  details  of  work  done  by  the  late  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Many  house  owners  received  orders  requiring  repairs  and  alter- 
ations to  property.  These  were  complied  with.  No  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  issued  nor  Slum  Clearance  Schemes  under 
consideration. 

A full-time  officer  commenced  duties  on  the  1st  March,  193  9, 
and  I have  instructed  him  to  make  a detailed  survey  of  eve.y 
house  in  the  rural  area,  on  a card  index  system. 

With  regard  to  new  houses,  the  question  of  the  water  supp-y 
is  of  primary  importance,  and  in  the  case  of  houses  built  by  the 
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Council,  must  receive  first  consideration.  During  the  year  tlv:re 
were  only  four  new  houses  erected  privately,  but  it  is  within 
my  personal  knowledge  that  many  private  individuals  have  been 
deterred  from  building  by  the  insistence  of  the  County  Coun.il 
upon  the  requirements  of  the  Restriction  of  Ribbon  Develop- 
ment Act  (1935) — an  Act  which  was  obviously  intended  to  apply 
to  rapidly  growing  districts  adjacent  to  busy  industrial  centre:. 

NEWTOWN  AND  LLANIDLOES  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supplies  in  this  district  are  for 
the  most  part  obtained  from  wells,  although  some  of  the  villages 
such  as  Kerry,  Llandinam,  Bettws,  Tregynon,  Trefeglwys  inn 
Llangurip,  have  in  addition  a gravitation  supply. 


With  regard  to  Caersws,  a Water  Supply  is  being  provide 
and  within  the  next  month  or  two  will  be  available  for  every- 
body. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage 
Caersws  remains  in  the  same  deplorable  condition.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  once  the  water  comes,  a sewerage  scheme  will  tv 
proceeded  with. 


The  sanitation  of  the  district  consists  mainly  of  privies  with 
pail  receptacles,  and  a few  water  closets  here  and  there  in  the 
better  class  house  with  cesspits.  A few  have  septic  tanks  (pur'  - 
fied  with  graduated  hard  clinker). 

Housing. — The  Council  propose  building  12  houses  (4  in 
Bettws,  4 in  Caersws,  and  4 in  Tregynon)  to  meet  the  needs  of 
overcrowding  and  take  the  place  of  unfit  houses,  and  are  at 
present  waiting  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  the  year  3 houses  have  been  re-conditioned  under  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  which  brings  the  total  cottage  s 
reconstructed  and  put  in  proper  habitable  state  under  the  abc>  e 
Acts  up  to  73,  and  there  are  other  cottages  now  undergoing  re- 
construction. 


of  Owners 


DETAILS  OF  REQUIREMENTS.  URBAN  DISTRICTS.  RURAL  DISTRICTS. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 


The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  again  participated  in 
the  Hydrographical  Surveys  of  the  River  Severn  on  5th  July-. 
1938,  and  4th  October,  1938,  conducted  by  Officers  of  tha  Local 
Authorities  throughout  the  length  of  the  River  Severn,  inder 
the  auspices  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


Date  of  Survey: — 5th  July,  1938- 
RIVER  SEVERN— (Continued). 


The  river  was  falling  after  a recent  freshet.  The  Weather 
was  cloudy  and  showery  on  July  5th,  1938,  and  cold  for  the 
time  of  the  year.  Wind,  South-West.  The  distance  between 
No.  1 and  No.  10  Bridges  is  approximately  40  miles. 


(Signed)  J.  Howard  Jones, 

M.D.,  D.Sc.,  C.M.,  T.D. 

Temporary  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Public  Health  Department, 

County  Health  Offices, 

NEWTOWN,  MONT. 


COUNTY  OF  MONTGOMERY. 
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Previous 
Sample. 
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9 miles. 
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River. 
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Weather. 
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RAINFALL. 


5th  JULY  TO  4th  OCTOBER,  1938. 


1938. 

Inches. 

1938. 

Inches. 

1938. 

Inches. 

July  5th 

•75 

Aug.  1 st 

.02 

Sep.  3rd 

03 

„ 6th 

.58 

„ 4th 

.05 

» 7th 

02 

» 7th 

.81 

„ 5th 

.65 

„ 14  th 

.20 

» 8 th 

.05 

„ 7th 

•45 

„ 17th 

.12 

» 9th 

.02 

„ 8th 

•13 

„ 1 8th 

.07 

„ 10th 

.30 

9th 

.04 

„ 19th 

I 

„ nth 

.02 

„ nth 

.06 

„ 20th 

f I 

„ 14th 

.22 

„ 15th 

.05 

„ 2 1st 

*.  z 

« 24th 

.16 

„ 1 6th 

.02 

„ 23rd 

.12 

» 25th 

.16 

„ 1 8th 

•35 

„ 26  th 

• Ct 

„ 26th 

.01 

„ 19th 

.06 

» 27  th 

.03 

„ 27th 

.12 

„ 22nd 

.02 

„ 28th 

t -> 

„ 28th 

•15 

» 24th 

•43 

„ 30th 

•37 

„ 29th 

.01 

„ 27± 

.41 

„ 28  th 

.03 

Total 

3.36 

Total 

2.77 

Total 

r.03 

1938. 

Inches. 

Oct. 

1 st 

•15 

55 

2nd 

.10 

55 

3rd 

1.39 

55 

4th 

.36 

Total  ...  2.00 


Totals. 


Inches. 


July  5th  to  29th  ... 
Aug.  1 st  to  28th  ... 
Sept.  3rd  to  30th  ... 
Oct.  1st  to  4th 


3.36 

2.77 

1.03 


2.00 


Total  ...  9.16 


Public  Health  Department, 


Ivor  J.  Jones, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 


County  Health  Offices,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Newtown,  Montgomeryshire. 

14th  October,  1938. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — The  District  Council’s  as  the  Local 
Sanitary  Authorities  are  responsible,  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  1926,  for  the  inspection  of  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  the 
methods  of  milk  production,  but  the  County  Council  is  respuu 
sible  for  the  granting  of  licences  and  the  supervision  of  premises, 
methods  of  production,  etc.,  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designa- 
tions) Order,  1936. 

The  premises  and  methods  of  production  of  all  applicants 
for  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licences  were  inspected  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  personally,  while  in  the  case  of  ap- 
plicants for  “ Accredited  ” licences,  the  local  District  Sanitarv 
Inspector  was  asked  to  submit  a report  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer.  This  scheme  has  not  been  entirely  successful,  and  it 
is  hoped  to  devise  an  improved  scheme  in  the  near  future. 


Tuberculin  Tested  Licences 
Accredited  Licenes 


1st  Jan.,  1938.  31st  Dec.,  1938. 
55  74 

x95  211 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 
REPORT  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  INSPECTOR 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  administration 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 

During  the  year  under  review,  166  samples  of  foodstuffs  wue 
purchased  and  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyse, 
Harold  Lowe,  Esq.,  M.S.c.,  F.I.C.,  Assay  Office,  Goss  Street, 
Chester.  Of  this  number,  109  were  formal  samples  of  milk 
purchased  from  vendors  who  were  selling  it  by  retail,  and  10 
of  which  were  “ Appeal  to  Cows  ” samples  taken  at  farms  at 
the  time  of  milking. 


Fifty-seven  miscellaneous  articles  of  food  other  than  milk 
were  purchased,  16  formally,  and  41  informally. 

The  samples  were  as  follows : — 


Formal  Samples. 


Name  of  article 

No.  of  samples 

No.  of  samples 

sampled. 

taken. 

certified  to  be 
adulterated  or 
unsatisfactory. 

Cod 

1 



Haddock 

1 : 

3 

Hake 

2 

1 

Lemon  Sole 

1 



Phos  Quin  Tonic 

1 

1 

Total  1 5 

5 
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Informal  Samples. 


Name  of  article 

No.  of  samples 

No.  of  samples 

sampled. 

taken. 

certified  to  be 
adulterated  01 
unsatisfactory. 

Chocolate  Sweets 

6 

— 

Beef  Sausages 

2 

— — 

Haddock  (Filleted) 

1 

not  distinguishable. 

Haddock  (Unfilleted) 

1 

1 

Oatmeal 

1 

— 

Butter 

2 

— 

Cheese 

3 

— 

Tea 

2. 

— 

Sugar 

1 

— 

Rice 

1 

— 

Damson  Jam 

/ 

— 

Flour 

l 

— 

Butter  Scotch  Toffee 

I 

— 

Butter  Creams 

1 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

l 

— 

Bread 

I 

— 

Icing  Sugar 

i 

— 

Raisins 

T 

— 

Brisling 

I 

— 

Mincemeat 

l 

— 

Whisky 

I 

— 

Sardines 

T 

— 

Cream  Horn 

I 

— 

Chocolate  Roll 

I 

— 

Demerara  Sugar 

1 

— 

Pork  Sausage 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

— 

Vinegar 

T 

— 

Pork  Pie 

i 

— 

Ground  Almond 

✓ 

— 

Meat  Paste 

T 



i 


Total  41 


« 
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All  the  samples  were  taken  at  the  undermentioned  places 
within  the  County,  with  the  following  results : — 

Newtown. — 38  Formal  samples  of  milk  were  purchased.  Four 
“ Appeal  to  Cow  ” samples  were  taken. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor  of  a 
sample  of  milk  that  was  36  per  cent,  deficient  in 
Fat.  The  defendant  was  fined  £2. 

Proceedings  were  also  taken  against  the  vendor  of 
a sample  of  milk  that  contained  9.2  per  cent,  of 
added  water.  The  defendant  was  fined  £1,  to- 
gether with  4/-  costs. 

Three  Formal  samples  of  Haddock  were  pur- 
chased. One  was  certified  to  be  Cod.  The  vendor 
was  fined  10/-. 

22  Informal  samples  of  miscellaneous  articles  of 
food  were  purchased.  One  sample  of  Haddock  wa:- 
certified  to  be  Cod. 


Welshpool. — Six  Formal  samples  of  milk,  2 Formal  samples 
of  Haddock  and  8 Informal  samples  of  miscellan- 
eous articles  of  food  were  purchased.  All  were 
genuine. 

Machynlleth. — Samples  purchased : — 

15  Formal  samples  of  milk. 

2 Formal  samples  of  Haddock. 

2 Formal  samples  of  Hake,  1 of  which  was  certi- 
fied to  be  a Gadoid,  and  the  vendor  of  which  was 
fined  £1,  together  with  19/-  costs. 

1 Formal  sample  of  Cod. 

1 Formal  sample  of  Lemon  Sole. 

3 Informal  samples  of  miscellaneous  articles  of  foed. 
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Llanidloes.— 17  Formal  samples  of  milk  were  purchased.  4 
“ Appeal  to  Cow  ” samples  were  taken. 

Proceedings  Were  taken  against  the  vendor  of  a 
sample  of  milk  that  was  20  per  cent  deficient  in 
Fat.  A fine  of  10/-  was  imposed. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor  of  a 
sample  of  milk  that  was  15  per  cent,  deficient  in 
Fat.  The  defendant  was  fined  10/-. 

2 Formal  samples  of  Haddock  were  certified  to  he 
Cod. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendors  of 
both  samples,  and  each  was  fined  10/-. 

Llanymynech. — 2 Formal  samples  of  milk  were  purchased.  Both 
were  genuine. 

Llansantffraid. — 2 Formal  samples  of  milk  were  purchased. 
Both  were  genuine. 

Llanfyllin. — 4 Formal  samples  of  milk  were  purchased.  2 
Formal  samples  of  Haddock  were  purchased.  All 
were  genuine. 

1 Formal  sample  of  “ Phos  Quin  Tonic  ” was  pur- 
chased. Inasmuch  as  the  label  on  the  bottle  des- 
cribed it  as  being  “ the  highest  type  of  blood  en- 
richer,”  which  property  it  did  not  possess  at  all.  pn' 
ceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor  under  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act,  for  applying  false  trade 
description  to  goods.  A fine  of  £2  was  imposed 
and  the  defendants  were  ordered  to  pay  costs 
amounting  to  £4/4/0. 

Caersws. — 2 Formal  samples  of  milk  and  8 Informal  samples 
of  miscellaneous  articles  of  food  were  purchased. 
All  were  genuine. 


Montgomery. — 3 Formal  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  2 
“ Appeal  to  Cow  ” samples  were  taken. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor  of  u 
sample  of  milk  that  was  13  per  cent,  deficient  in 
Fat.  The  defendant  was  fined  10/-. 

Cemmaes  Road. — 2 Formal  samples  of  milk  were  purchase 
Both  were  genuine. 

Cemmaes. — 1 Formal  sample  of  milk  was  purchased  It  'v  1 
genuine. 

Berriew. — 3 Formal  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  ? “ 
peal  to  Cow  ” samples  were  taken. 

Llanfechain. — 1 Formal  sample  of  milk  was  purchased.  <t  ;va'- 
genuine. 

Llandinam. — 1 Formal  sample  of  milk  was  purchased.  It  tvv.s 
genuine. 

All  the  milk  samples  were  certified  to  be  free  from  evideu_‘- 
of  the  presence  of  either  sediment,  colouring  matter  or  preser 
tives. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  informally  of  certain  articles  01 
food  supplied  under  Contract  to  a Poor  Law  Institution 

Every  attention  has  been  paid  to,  and  numerous  samples  have 
been  taken,  of  commodities  which  were  being  sold  or  offer:’ 
for  sale  at  low  prices. 


E.  Walter  Evans. 
Inspector  of  Food  and  Drugs 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Monkmoor,  during  the  year  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  20 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  19 


8o 


The  above  figures  are  those  given  by  the  Registrar-General 
from  weekly  returns  to  him  made  by  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health.  The  figures  in  brackets  are  obtained  from 
the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers.  It  has 
not  been  possible  to  investigate  the  discrepancies. 

During  the  year  Glandwr  Council  School,  Llanidloes,  was  the 
only  school  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease.  This  was 
due  to  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria.  The  School  was  closed  from 
the  2 1 st  to  the  28th  of  January,  1938. 


Comparative  figures  for  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  last  12  years  are  as  follows: 
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It  should  be  noted  that  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities 
are  responsible  for  the  control  of  infectious  disease  within  their 
areas.  Terminal  disinfection,  i.e.,  disinfection  after  the  re- 
covery or  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital  is  carried  out 
in  some  of  the  Districts  after  certain  infectious  illnesses  but  not 
after  others.  The  methods  used  vary  widely.  It  should  be 
pointed  out  that  the  destruction  of  bedding,  etc.,  is  quite  m- 
necessary  following  cases  of  such  illnesses  as  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  Measles,  etc. 

A number  of  Sanitary  Authorities  have  discontinued  the  prac- 
tice of  .terminal  fumigation  after  acute  infectious  diseases,  and 
there  is  little  doubt  that  this  procedure  is  a fetish  which  is  not 
based  on  present  day  knowledge  of  the  infections  concerned. 
Cleanliness,  fresh  air  and  sunlight  are  of  much  greater  disin- 
fecting value  than  chemical  antiseptics. 

• • f 

VACCINATION. 

t 

The  duties  in  connection  with  Vaccination  transferred  to  the 
County  Council  by  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  are  cai- 
ried  out  by  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee.  No 
change  in  the  administration  has  taken  place.  Supervision  over 
the  work  of  the  Public  Vaccinators  and  Vaccination  Officers 
is  carried  out  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Statistics  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  ended  De- 
cember 31st,  1937  are  given.  This  is  the  last  complete  period 
that  they  are  available  for. 


Summary  of  Vaccination  Returns  for  the  Calendar  Year,  1937. 

These  Returns  were  rendered  to  the  Registrar-General,  General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C.2 
bv  the  Public  Vaccinators  and  Vaccinations  Officers.  In  accordance  with  the  Vaccination  Order,  1930,  a report  on 
them  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  County  Council.  The  following  is  an  Analysis  of  the  Returns  from  each  Vaccination 
Officer’s  District:  — 
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Vaccinations. 


No.  of 
District. 

Public  Vaccinator. 

Under 

One 

Year 

One 

Year 

and 

Over. 

Total. 

Re- 

Vaccina- 

tions. 

I 

Dr.  E.  Cemyw  James 

1 21 

r 

) 

21 

2 

2 

Dr.  E.  Cernyw  James 

3 

Dr.  E.  Cernyw  James 

20 

I 

21 

— 

4 

Dr.  D.  Murray  Young 

22 

— 

22 

— 

5 

Dr.  W.  Milton  Jones 

40 

4 

44 

5 

6 

Dr.  R.  D.  Thomas 

24 

2 

26 

3 

7 

Dr.  R.  D.  Thomas 

14 

1 

15 

— 

8 

Dr.  D.  M.  Hunter 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Dr.  W.  E.  Gemmell 

5 

— 

5 

— 

10 

Dr.  S.  J.  Stewart' 

11 

Dr.  S.  J.  Stewart 

- 

66 

3 

69 

1 

12 

Dr.  S.  J.  Stewart 

13 

Dr.  S.  J.  Stewart 

3 

— 

3 

— 

14 

Dr.  W.  Milton  Jones 

9 

— 

9 

— 

15 

Dr.  A.  Shearer 

83 

1 

84 

14 

16 

Dr.  R.  Davies  Jones 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Dr.  W.  E.  LI.  Davies 

58 

3 

61 

6 

18 

Dr.  LI.  ap  I.  Davies 

16 

37 

53 

— 

19 

Dr.  Dan.  E.  Davies 

5 

18 

23 

4 

20 

Dr.  J.  C.  Ashton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Dr.  J.  C.  Ashton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

386 


Totals 


70  456 


35 
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CANCER. 


COUNTY  OF  MONTGOMERY 
CANCER  DEATHS  1919—1938. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Total 

Death 

Rate 

Cancer 
Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

1919 

50,822 

77 

15.6 

i-5 

1920 

50.731 

88 

14.1 

i-7 

1921 

51,263 

92 

15-3 

1.8 

1922 

51,087 

75 

15-7 

14 

1923 

51,240 

93 

14.2 

1.8 

1924 

51,640 

76 

13.6 

1.4 

1925 

51.900 

70 

.3.8 

1.4 

1926 

52,070 

75 

12.6 

1.4 

1927 

52,120 

87 

i3-5 

1.6 

1928 

50,960 

73 

13-7 

1.43 

1929 

50,140 

78 

13.4 

i-35 

1930 

48,920 

90 

12.8 

1-9 

1931 

48,462 

88 

14.0 

1.8 

1932 

47.950 

86 

14.0 

i-7 

1933 

47,380 

9i 

14.3 

i-9 

1934 

46,700 

93 

14.3 

1.99 

1935 

46,200 

103 

14.44 

2.22 

1936 

45,950 

90 

14.3 

1 95 

1937 

45,270 

103 

14.9 

2.29 

1938 

44.890 

68 

13-5 

1.49 

National 

statistics 

show  that 

the  number 

of  deaths  from 

Cancer  has  been  increasing  and  the  same  tendency  is  discern- 
ible in  the  County  statistics.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  is  more  apparent 
than  real,  inasmuch  as  facilities  for  diagnosis  are  now  more 
readily  available  and  methods  of  diagnosis  are  more  exact,  sc 
that  cases  are  now  diagnosed  as  Cancer  which  formerly  would 
have  been  ascribed  to  some  other  cause. 
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Another  factor  is  the  increase  in  the  average  age  of  the  pop- 
ulation, and  as  Cancer  is  mainly  a disease  affecting  persons  over 
45  years  of  age,  the  increasing  proportion  of  such  persons  in  the 
population  would  cause  an  increased  number  of  deaths  from 
Cancer,  although  the  cause  of  the  disease  may  not  have  become 
more  prevalent. 

CANCER  DEATHS  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF 
LIFE  FOR  THE  FIVE  YEARS  1934—1938. 


YEAR 

15-25 

25-35 

AGES. 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65  65-75 

Over 

75 

1934 

— 

— 

3 

7 

29 

25 

29 

1935 

— 

2 

4 

12 

21 

4i 

23 

1936 

— 

2 

1 

15 

23 

22 

27 

1937 

— 

2 

5 

16 

28 

26 

26 

1938 

1 

— 

2 

6 

17 

3i 

10 

TOTALS 

1 

6 

i5 

56 

1 18 

145 

115 

CANCER  DEATHS  FOR  THE  FIVE  YEARS 
t934 — 38  (inclusive). 

Groups 

Year 

Deaths 

Males 

Females 

I 

II 

III 

1934 

93 

46 

47 

15 

60 

•1 8 

1935 

103 

45 

58 

19 

58 

>6 

1936 

90 

47 

43 

16 

62 

12 

1937 

103 

48 

55 

11 

65 

2 7 

1938 

67 

3i 

36 

12 

40 

I ; 

TOTALS  456 

217 

239 

73 

285 

Og 

3? 


AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  CANCER  DEATHS 
FOR  5 YEARS  1934-38. 

MALES  43-4 

FEMALES  47-8 


91.2 


The  Ministry  of  Health  recently  published  a report  on  an 
Inquiry  into  the  extent  to  which  patients  receive  treatment  for 
Cancer.  In  this  report  the  organs  of  the  body  commonly 
affected  with  Cancer  are  grouped  according  to  the  degree  of 
practicability  of  treatment  in  relation  to  the  organs  in  that 
group. 

Patients  suffering  from  Cancer  in  Group  3 are  most  amen- 
able to  treatment,  while  for  those  patients  suffering  from  Cancer 
of  organs  in  Group  2 there  are  orthodox  forms  of  treatment, 
which  are  successful  in  a proportion  of  cases  if  seen  at  an  early 
stage,  while  cases  suffering  from  Cancer  of  organs  included  ;n 
Group  1 have  very  little  hope  for  treatment  at  any  stage. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

In  accordance  with  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1938,  a Scheme 
for  the  provision  of  domiciliary  assistance  to  necessitous  blind 
persons  was  approved  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Number  of  blind  persons  on  Blind  Persons  Register : 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

83 
93 


31st  December,  1937 
31st  December,  1938 


49 

54 


34 

39 
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BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1938. 

SCHEME  FOR  THE  PROVISION  OF  DOMICILIARY 
ASSISTANCE  TO  NECESSITOUS  BLIND  PERSONS. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  193c, 
whereby  domiciliary  assistance  to  blind  persons  must  be  given 
under  the  Blind  Persons  Act  and  not  by  way  of  poor  relief,  the 
Council  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Montgomery  hereby 
approve  of  the  following  arrangements  for  giving  effect  thereto. 


x. — Administration  of  Domiciliary  Assistance. 

The  functions  of  the  Council  in  relation  to  the  assistance  of 
necessitous  blind  persons  under  Section  2 of  the  Blind  Persons 
Act,  1920  are  hereby  delegated  to  the  Public  Health  and  Hous- 
ing Committee  who  shall  act  through  their  Blind  Persons  Acts 
Sub-Committee. 

2. — Domiciliary  Assistance  to  Blind  Persons. 

(a)  The  income  of  necessitous  blind  persons  who  are  ordin- 
arily resident  in  the  Administrative  County  of  Montgomery  and 
who  have  attained  the  age  of  1 8 years  shall  be  augmented  by 
such  amount  as  will  be  required  after  taking  into  account  -he 
existing  means  of  the  blind  person  to  ensure  that  each  will  ha^e 
an  income  of  not  less  than  15/-  (fifteen  shillings)  per  week  or 
such  other  sum  as  the  Council  may  from  time  to  time  deter- 
mine. 

(b)  In  the  case  of  a man  and  wife,  both  of  whom  are  blind 
and  unemployable  and  reside  in  the  same  house,  the  amount  of 
financial  assistance  which  may  be  given  under  these  regulations 
shall  be  such  amount  as  will  be  necessary  to  ensure  that  they 
will  have  a joint  income  of  not  less  than  25/-  (twenty-five 
shillings)  per  week  or  such  other  sum  as  the  Council  may  from 
time  to  time  determine. 
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(c)  A blind  person  with  an  able-bodied  husband  not  certified 
as  “ blind  ” and  a blind  woman  living  apart  from  her  husband 
shall  be  eligible  to  receive  such  financial  assistance  under  these 
Regulations  as  may  be  determined  on  the  merits  of  each  indi- 
vidual case,  but  unless  the  circumstances  are  exceptional  no 
assistance  will  be  given  to  blind  women  with  able-bodied  hus 
bands  in  employment. 

3.  The  amount  of  domiciliary  assistance  to  be  given  where 
necessary  to  (i)  blind  persons  under  the  age  of  18  years  and 
(ii)  unemployed,  partly  employed  or  wholly  employed  blind 
persons  not  coming  within  the  definition  of  an  “ unemployable 
blind  person  ” shall  be  determined  on  the  merits  of  each  in- 
dividual case.  In  considering  the  circumstances  of  each  case 
regard  shall  be  had  to  the  necessity  of  encouraging  the  recipients 
to  undergo  training  if  capable  of  being  trained,  or  to  follow  some 
regular  employment  if  capable  of  being  employed. 

4.  The  scale  of  financial  assistance  laid  down  in  clause  2 of 
these  regulations  shall  not  be  applicable  to  a blind  person  who  * 

(a)  unreasonably  refuses  medical  or  surgical  treatment  likely 
to  benefit  his  condition  or  vision. 

(b)  refuses  to  give  information  as  to  his  or  her  means;  or 

(c)  solicits  alms; 

but  such  cases  shall  be  dealt  with  by  the  Committee  on  the 
merits  of  each  case. 

5.  — Calculation  of  Existing  Means. 

The  method  to  be  followed  in  calculating  the  value  of  exist- 
ing means  shall  be  as  follows.  In  computing  resources  the  fol- 
lowing provisions  numbered  (1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  and  (5)  must  by 
Statute  be  complied  with : — 

(1)  The  first  five  shillings  a week  of  any  sick  pay  from  a 
Friendly  Society  and  the  first  seven  shillings  and  sixpence 
a week  of  any  benefit  under  the  National  Health  Insurance 


90 


Acts  1924  to  1932  and  the  whole  of  any  maternity  benefit 
under  these  Acts  (exclusive  of  any  increase  of  such  benefit 
by  way  of  additional  benefits  and  of  any  second  maternity 
benefit)  shall  be  disregarded. 

(2)  The  first  one  pound  a week  of  any  wounds  or  disability 
pension  shall  be  disregarded. 

(3)  Any  weekly  payment  by  way  of  compensation  under  the 
enactments  relating  to  workmen’s  compensation  shall,  as 
respects  one  half  thereof,  be  disregarded. 

(4)  All  money  and  investments  treated  as  capital  assets  shall — 

(i)  in  so  far  as  the  value  of  all  such  money  and  invest- 
ments considered  in  the  aggregate  does  not  exce  :.i 
twenty-five  pounds,  be  disregarded. 

(ii) in  so  far  as  that  value  exceeds  twenty-five  pounds  bet 
does  not  exceed  three  hundred  pounds,  be  treated  s 
equivalent  to  a weekly  income  of  one  shilling  for  every 
complete  twenty-five  pounds. 

(5)  In  taking  into  account  the  value  to  any  person  of  an,T 
interest  in  the  dwelling  house  in  which  he  resides  any  sum 
which  might  be  obtained  by  him  by  selling  or  borrowing 
money  upon  the  security  of  that  interest  shall  be  disre- 
garded. 

6.  Subject  to  any  such  arrangements  as  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council  may  consider  necessary  for  the  control  and  supervision 
of  the  work  the  Investigating  Officer  shall  assess  and  determine 
the  amount  of  assistance  to  be  given  to  applicants. 

7.  In  cases  of  difficulty  or  special  circumstances  the  facts 
shall  be  reported  to  the  Blind  Persons  Act  Sub-Committee  who 
shall  determine  the  allowance  (if  any)  to  be  granted. 

8.  Allowances  shall  be  granted  in  all  cases  for  fixed  periods 
and  in  no  case  for  a longer  period  than  16  weeks. 


91 


9.  All  cases  assisted  under  this  Scheme  shall  be  subjected  to 
a detailed  review  by  the  Investigating  Officer  at  regular  inter- 
vals of  three  months  and  the  results  of  such  reviews  shall  be 
reported  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Sub-Committee. 

to.  Should  the  blind  person  be  dissatisfied  or  aggrieved  with 
the  amount  of  the  allowance  granted  he  may  appeal  to  the 
Sub-Committee  whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

ix.  Payment  of  allowances  shall  be  made  by  the  County 
Accountant  fortnightly  by  cheque  upon  receipt  of  Authority 
from  the  Investigating  Officer  countersigned  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council.  Certificates  of  life  shall  not  be  required,  but  the 
County  Medical  Officer  shall  notify  the  County  Accountant  of 
the  death  of  any  blind  person  coming  to  his  notice. 

12.  In  determining,  in  the  case  of  any  blind  persons, 
whether  or  not,  or  to  what  extent  assistance  should  be  provided, 
regard  shall  be  had  not  only  to  the  needs  of  the  blind  person 
but  also  the  needs  of  any  members  of  the  household  of  whLh 
the  blind  person  is  a member  who  are  dependent  upon  him. 

ij.  Applications  for  payment  or  contributions  to  the  pay- 
ment of  expenses  in  connection  with  the  funeral  of  a blind 
person  or  who  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a member  of  the 
household  of  which  such  blind  person  was  at  that  time  a member 
and  was  dependent  on  him  shall  stand  referred  to  the  Blind 
Persons  Acts  Sub-Committee  which  shall  deteremine  to  what  ex- 
tent (if  any)  payment  shall  be  made. 

14.  Any  person  not  divulging  his  or  her  full  income  or  sub- 
mitting false  information  in  respect  thereof  and  thereby  ob- 
taining a higher  allowance  may  be  required  to  refund  any  excess 
over  the  correct  amount  that  may  have  been  paid. 

15.  Where  any  blind  persons  directly  or  indirectly  deprive 
themselves  of  any  income  in  order  to  qualify  for  an  allowance 

under  this  scheme,  such  income  shall  be  assessed  as  part  of  then 
means. 
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1 6.  For  the  purpose  of  this  scheme  the  definition  of  he 
term  “ blind  person  ” is  that  contained  in  section  5 of  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1938,  viz. — a person  “ so  blind  as  to  be  unable  to 
perform  any  work  for  which  eyesight  is  essential.” 

For  the  purpose  of  this  Scheme  an  “unemployable  blind 
person  ” is  a person  of  the  age  of  1 8 years  and  upwards  who  is 
not  employed  or  under  training  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com 
mittee  is  incapable  of  employment  in  an  economic  sense  or  oi 
being  trained. 

17.  This  Scheme  may  at  any  time  be  altered  or  revoked  by 
the  Council  after  receiving  a report  from  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  thereon. 


Every  blind  person  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  De- 
partment is  examined  personally  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  when  necessary  the  person  is  referred  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  to  a Consulting  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 
The  Teacher  employed  by  the  North  Wales  Society  for  the 
Blind  submits  quarterly  reports  on  her  visits  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1938. 


Age 

Periods. 


0 

1 

5 

15  

25  

35  

45  

55  

65  and 
upwards 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respir- 

Non-Res- 

Respir- 

Non-Res 

atory. 

piratory. 

atory. 

piratory. 

M. 

1 F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 F- 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

5 

5 

2 

2 

— 

1 

5 

9 

— 

3 

3 

4 

— 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

22 

27 

14 

17 

13 

13 

2 

5 

Totals 
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APPENDIX. 


SCALE  OF  MEANS. 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 


(e) 


All  cases  of  Medical  Aid  under  the  Midwives  Acts; 

„ „ Maternity  Wards  and  Treatment; 

„ „ Tonsils  and  Adenoids  and  Orthopaedic 

Treatment; 

„ „ Milk  Supply  (including  Milk  for  Expectant 

and  Nursing  Mothers,  Infants  inn 
Children); 

„ „ Coming  within  other  services. 


i.  No  claim  to  be  made  when  the  weekly  gross  income  does 
not  exceed  25s.  and  the  total  number  in  family  is  2. 


Does  not  exceed 

30s. 

and  the  total 

number  in  family  is 

3 

55 

55 

35s. 

35 

35 

33 

4 

55 

53 

40s. 

33 

33 

33 

5 

55 

35 

45s. 

35 

53 

33 

6 

55 

55 

50s. 

35 

33 

33 

7 

35 

55s- 

35 

33 

33 

S 

55 

35 

60s. 

33 

33 

33 

9 

55 

33 

65s. 

35 

33 

33 

10 

2.  The  responsible  person  to  pay  ONE  THIRD  of  the  fee 
when  the  weekly  gross  income  is  above  the  previous  one  and  does 
not  exceed  30s.  and  the  total  number  in  family  is  2 


53 

33 

35s- 

33 

33 

40s. 

33 

33 

45s- 

33 

33 

50s. 

33 

33 

55s- 

33 

33 

60s. 

33 

33 

65s. 

33 

33 

70s. 

53  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55 


< 

4 

6 

7 

/ 

s 

9 
! O 


55 
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3.  The  responsible  person  to  pay  TWO  THIRDS  of  the 
fee  when  the  weekly  gross  income  is  above  the  previous  me 
and  does  not  exceed  40s.  and  the  total  number  in  family  is 


33 

33 

45s. 

33 

33 

33 

3 

33 

33 

50s. 

33 

33 

33 

4 

33 

33 

55s- 

33 

33 

33 

5 

33 

33 

60s. 

33 

33 

33 

6 

33 

33 

65s. 

33 

33 

33 

7 

33 

33 

70s. 

33 

33 

33 

8 

33 

33 

75s- 

33 

33 

33 

9 

33 

33 

80s. 

33 

33 

33 

10 

4.  The  responsible  person  to  pay  FULL  FEES  when  the 
weekly  gross  income  exceeds  the  above  Scales. 

5.  The  basis  of  assessing  Farmers  and  Smallholders  and 
persons  unable  to  supply  exact  particulars  of  gross  weekly  in- 
come to  be  treble  the  annual  value  in  the  case  of  Owners  and 
double  the  annual  rent  in  the  case  of  tenants. 

6.  Any  case  not  covered  by  the  above  scale  to  be  considered 
on  its  merits  by  the  Committee  concerned. 


